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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


ARCHITECTURAL EMPLOYEES of Gateshead Corpora- 
tion have protested against a proposal to place the Chief 
Architect's Department under the control of the Borough 
Surveyor. p. 116 


SOME OF THE REQUIREMENTS of the architect turned 
landscape architect were described by Mr. Peter Shepheard, 
A.R1I.B.A., in his address at the RI.B.A. last week. 

p. 119 

THE NINTH ARTICLE in our series on the New Towns 
shows the progress that has been made at Peterlee, Co. Durham. 

p. 121 

HOLBORN’S PLANS for street decorations during the Corona- 
tion celebrations, which were made public last week, are reviewed 
by a contributor on p. 133 


THE DEATH IS REPORTED OF MR. E. W. GARRETT, 

a former president of the London Master Builders’ —— 
p. 

BY USING a system of prestressing for the retaining walls, 
column bases, lower lengths of the main columns and certain 
connecting beams, in a school at East Ham, a saving of 61 
per cent. of the amount of steel required for normal reinforced 
concrete has been achieved. The system is described on p. 134 


IN AN ARTICLE on the nomination of sub-contractors and 
suppliers under building contracts a contributor strongly 
emphasises how important it is that the R.I.B.A. Form of 
Contract, and no other, be used. p. 138 


VR. HAROLD MACMILLAN has told housebuilders that he 
will see that they are given their fair share of building land, 
and that in legislation to be laid before Parliament next autumn 
he will invest local authorities with the power, in extreme cases, 
to acquire land compulsorily for private building a oe 

A GRANT in lieu of existing subsidies on small houses, to aid 


purchasers, has been suggested by Mr. Harmar Nicholls, a 
p. 


LONDON CONSTRUCTIONAL BYE-LAWS 


ie 1937, when the London County Council published 

timber bye-laws and bye-laws for the construction and 
conversion of buildings and furnace chimney shafts, the 
Council undertook to review them at the expiration of three 
years in the light of the experience gained in their working. 
The war, unfortunately, intervened, and it was not until 
1946 that the Council were able to implement their promise. 
From 1946 onwards, drafts of the new proposed bye-laws 
were circulated for unofficial comment to many Institutions 
and other interested bodies. In August, 1951, the Council 
published their new proposed bye-laws in accordance with the 
statutory procedure laid down in the London Building 
Act (Amendment Act), 1935. These proposed bye-laws, 
amended to take account of objections submitted to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, were finally 
approved by the Council on October 21, 1952, and they came 
into operation on January 1, 1953. 

Whilst the new bye-laws are considerably more specific 
in their requirements than the new Model Bye-laws, there is 
still ample scope for modern building techniques to be taken 
into consideration in achieving the construction of sound and 
economical buildings. 

One of the bases on which the old bye-laws were modified 
was that of the Statutory Register in which the Council is 
required to keep a record of every modification of the bye-laws 
which they grant. The frequent modification of a bye-law 
would indicate that a revision of that bye-law was desirable. 
Thus it has been possible to take account of modern ideas 
in building design as, for example, in the closer attention 
given to thermal insulation by permitting the inner leaf of 
load-bearing cavity walls in two-storey dwelling houses to be 
of hollow block construction with a crushing resistance of 
500 lb. per sq. in. as against the solid brick with a minimum 
crushing resistance of 1,500 lb. per sq. in. required by the 
old bye-laws. 

Considerable alterations to the old bye-laws have also been 
made to take account of Codes of Practice, particularly, for 
example, in Part II], Dead and Imposed Load, based on 
C.P.3—Chapter V (1952)—Loading, and in Part VI—The 
Structural Use of Steel, based on C.P. 113 : 1948. 

The most radical alteration has taken place in the considera- 
tion of the fire-resisting construction of buildings. Under 
the old bye-laws, certain parts of buildings were required to 
be constructed of “ fire-resisting materials.” These materials 
were listed in the First Schedule of the London Building 
Act, 1930, and in a General Regulation issued by the Council. 
Considerable research has been undertaken into the fire- 
resisting capacity of various forms of construction by the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and a report 
was published in 1946 on the “ Fire Grading of Buildings” 
(Post-war Building Studies, No. 20). In the new bye-laws, 
this report has formed the basis of a new Part (Part IX), 
entitled, ‘‘ Fire Resisting Construction.” Buildings are 
classified according to their size and use and the beams, 
floors, columns and certain walls (defined as “ elements 
of construction’) in any building are required to possess a 
resistance to the action of fire appropriate to the classification 
of the building. A schedule is attached to the bye-laws 
giving a list of various forms of construction which will give 
the necessary fire-resistance, but scope is allowed for the use of 
any other form of construction provided the Council is given 
satisfactory evidence as to its fire-resistance. 

Although no bye-laws have been made by the Council for 
the use of prestressed concrete, its use is permitted subject 
to the approval of the Council. 

The Council has its own powers of modification or waiver 
of the bye-laws and will no doubt use them in suitable cases 
where materials of construction not covered by Part III of the 
bye-laws are required to be used, thus permitting scope in the 
use of new materials as they are developed. It can therefore 
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be expected that the general effect of the new bye-laws will 
be to permit more economical building, as the loads for 
which buildings are to be designed have been generally 
decreased and the permissible working stresses have been 
increased. 


RENTS IN THE NEW TOWNS 


MUCH has been said in recent months on the high cost 
of building and the hampering effects of the Rent 
Restriction Acts. The latest victims of these twin evils are 
the Development Corporations of the New Towns, who are 
practically unanimous in their “annual reports in expressing 
concern at the high rents they are being forced to charge for 
houses and flats. The position is indeed becoming so serious 
that, in the words of one of the Corporations, if the proper 
cost of houses and factories cannot be recovered in mutually 
acceptable rents, ‘a decline in economic development must 
be accepted,” or other means of redress must be found. 

So far, the New Towns have experienced no difficulty in 
finding tenants for all the houses and flats they have been able 
to build, but with the mounting success of the housing drive, 
and the recently announced concession allowing the con- 
struction of small private houses licence-free, the time may 
well come when prospective tenants will jib at the prospect 
of paying the high rents that the Development Corporations 
are obliged to charge. The position is aggravated, in a 
number of cases, by the presence, almost side by side with 
those of the Corporation, of houses built by the local authority, 
and to the same standards (though not necessarily of equal 
architectural design and layout), yet being let at half the rent 
of the Corporation’s own housing. 

There are several reasons for this disparity in rents. The 
first is that local authorities are able to reduce their rents by 
paying an additional subsidy from the general rate funds, 
and by allocating part of the cost to other financial votes ; 
the Corporations, on the other hand, cannot do this, and have 


* New Towns Act, 1946: wagers of the Development Corporations for the 
period ending March 31, 1952. -M.S.O., price 15s. 











THE BUILDER 





January 16 


953 


only the normal statutory subsidies available to reduce their 
rents. Again, local authorities usually possess a number of 
pre-war houses, built at pre-war costs and let at relatively 
low rents; they are thus able (and most have taken or are 
taking advantage of this fact, among the latest being the 
London County Council) to raise these rents to offset a part 
of the high rents they would otherwise have to charge for 
houses built at present-day costs. The New Towns have no 
such older property, and their difficulties are further increased 
by the fact that, unlike local authorities, they are subject to 
the Rent Restriction Acts, and rents once fixed cannot be 
raised. It is not surprising therefore, knowing their rents 
are fixed, that the Corporations should sometimes err on the 
generous side in making allowances for maintenance and 
management. For these reasons houses built by the New 
Town Corporations are probably almost the only houses in 
the country whose rents reflect the true cost of present-day 
building, and its attendant overheads. 


There is probably no single solution to this problem of 
rents as it affects the Development Corpofations; it is 
deeply interwoven with the social and economic problems 
that confront the whole nation. Nevertheless, when the 
Government at last takes action on the Rent Restriction Acts 
it is to be hoped that the New Towns will not be left out, 
but will be put on equal terms with local authorities who wish 
to revise their rents. In regard to the cost of building, the 
New Towns, with their highly trained specialist staffs, should 
be well placed to take rapid advantage of any new techniques 
that will help to lower costs. From the long-term point of 
view, however, the New Towns will have to justify their 
higher rents by providing exceptionally pleasant living 
conditions, free from arduous and expensive journeying to 
work, so that the public will come to realise that the higher 
rents they are called on to pay are worthwhile. At this 
stage, when the Development Corporations are at last getting 
into their swing, it would be a thousand pities if the bold 
experiment of the New Towns was to be jeopardised for 
financial reasons. 








UNIVERSITY COLLEGE TEACHING 





: HOSPITAL OF THE WEST INDIES, JAMAICA.—A view mode. teaching 
hospital which forms part of the first stage of the University Calleps project (se A my —— 


¢ facing page). 
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Students’ hall of residence. 
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Below : The library block. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF THE WEST INDIES, JAMAICA 
NORMAN AND DAWBARN, FRIBA, ARCHITECTS AND CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


THs extensive new building project, situated on 
an impressive site about eight miles from 
Kingston, Jamaica, was due to be visited on Tuesday 
by Mr. Churchill, who is now on holiday there. 
The first stage of the college was recently com- 
pleted and is now in use. It comprises a teaching 
hospital, halls of residence, faculty of science, 


library and houses for the staff. 

Other buildings will be added as the college 
expands and funds become available. 

The architects and consulting engineers for the 
scheme were Messrs. Norman and Dawbarn, 
F.R.LB.A., and the general contractors were 


Messrs. Higgs and Hill, Ltd. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


A RETROGRADE PROPOSAL 


ECOGNITION of the increasing 
importance of the municipal architect 
has been shown by local authorities up 
and down the country since the war, and 
many towns and cities have for the first 
time employed an architect to be in charge 
of their housing schemes. It is, therefore, 
not surprising that the architectural 
employees of Gateshead Borough Council 
should unanimously have signed a pro- 
test recently when they learned that the 
Council was to consider a recommenda- 
tion by a sub-committee of the finance 
committee for the amalgamation of the 
Chief Architect’s and the Borough Sur- 
veyor’s Departments under the control 
of the Borough Surveyor. 

The Architect’s Department at Gates- 
head has enjoyed the privilege of separate 
entity for the last six years, and the prospect 
of the retrograde step of amalgamation 
under another department has not un- 
naturally filled the staff with dismay. 
‘The Council has, however, decided to 
refer the proposal back to the establish- 
ment committee, and it is to be hoped that 
on further consideration wiser counsels 
will prevail. It is understood that the 
matter has been referred to the appropriate 
committee of the R.I.B.A. 

The late chief architect at Gateshead, 
Mr. H. J. Cook, A.R.1.B.A., retired at the 
end of December and, as reported on 
page 133, has since died. 


THE ECCLESIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


THE CURRENT NUMBER of the Transac- 
tions of the Ecclesiological Society (1951) 
is one of unusual interest. In addition to 
the normal record of lectures and proceed- 
ings and visits to churches and other 
buildings cf historic or architectural 
interest, it contains the text of several 
papers read, including one on Stained 
Glass, by Carl Edwards, another under 
ihe title Domus Dei (with special reference 
to Essex), by Mrs. A. R. Hatley, three 
papers by Kenneth S. Mills on the 
Camberwell churches of St. Giles, St. 
George and St. Mark, an interesting 
account of St. Etheldreda’s Church, 
Bishop’s Hatfield, by W. E. Huggins, and 
a scholarly paper, with illustrations, on 
Italian Mosaics to the Twelfth Century, 
by E. A. Remnant. 

In a brief note on Charterhouse, which 
was seriously damaged by enemy action, 
Lord Mottistone, who is now carrying out 
the repairs, records the discovery of the 
line of the South Walk of the Great 
Cloisters, the location of the Sacrist’s cell, 
the original plan of the Chapter House 
and its vestibule, and the site of the 
monastic church. The grave of Sir 
Walter de Manny, co-founder of the 
Priory, was also found. Two important 
discoveries of post-Reformation work 
were an oriel window and a window of 
nine lights in the Master’s Court. 

How many people know, by the way, 
that a doorway in the panelling of the west 
wall of St. Martin’s, Ludgate (visited by 
members of the Society), at one time 
gave access to the Fleet Prison, which 
was connected to the church by an under- 
ground passage? It was through this 
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passage that the rector, who was also a 
prison chaplain, went to minister to the 
prisoners. 


This number of the “ Transactions,” 
which is full of interesting reading, may 
be obtained by non-members from Walcot 
House, 139, Kennington-road, Lambeth, 
S.E.11, price 7s. 6d. 


HARWICH WAR MEMORIAL 


A MEMORIAL has been erected at 
Harwich Town Hall to commemorate 
the 218 residents who gave their lives in 
the last war. Designed by Mr. Alan 
Vincent, borough architect, it takes the 
form of a small open chapel. The front 
formation with oak moulded: arch is 
supported on two wrought-iron grilles, 
the motif of which represents reversed 
pikes. Veneered oak clothes the walls, 
and the flooring is of an oak herring-bone 
pattern. 


The central feature comprises a glazed 
oak recess to take the wreath, with an oak 
plaque in the upper portion. Immedi- 
ately above this fitting, bronze plaques 
with incised lettering illustrate the names 
of the fallen, the whole being surmounted 
by the borough coat of arms executed in 
bronze and coloured enamels. The inde- 
pendent lighting is by wrought-iron flam- 
beaux on each side of the bronze plaques, 
with semi-concealed fluorescent tubing 
recessed in the arch and wreath fitment. 
FRENCH INFLUENCE 

Proressor N. O. Corrrato, F.R.1I.B.A., 
the head of the Bartlett School of Archi- 
tecture at University College, Gower- 
street, London, is to give a public lecture 
on January 22 under the auspices of Lord 
Bessborough and the Franco - British 
Society on “‘ French Influences on English 
Architecture.”” The lecture, to be held 
at the College, will be illustrated by 
lantern slides. Sir Eugen Méillington- 


COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, JANUARY 1 
R.1.C.S. — “The Predicament of 
Towns,” by Mr. B. J. Collins, F.R.1.C.S., M.T.P.I. 
12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2 

R.1.B.A.—“ The Modern American Factory,” by 
Mr. W. A. Allen, A.R.I.B.A. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
6 p.m 

L.M.B.A.—Luncheon to meet the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan 
Park Lane Hotel, Piccadilly. 1 p.m. 

HoustinG CENTRE.—Some observations on a ioint 
survey of non-traditional house types, by Dr. West. 
13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21 

EASTERN FEDERATION OF BUILDING ‘TRADES Em- 
PLOYERS.—A.G.M. University Arms Hotel, 
bridge. 10.30 a.m. 

British CoLtour Covuncit.—B.C.C. information 
bureau to show Coronation colour trends. Grand 
Hotel, Leicester. Continuing on January 22. 

: THURSDAY, JANUARY 22 

P TOWN AND COUNTRY PANNING ASSOCIATION 
(STUDENTS PLANNING GrovUP).—* The English Con- 
tribution to Planning,” by Professor Nikolaus Pevsner. 
28, King-street, W.C.2. 6.30 p.m. 
_ FRanco-British Sociery.—*‘ French Influences on 
English Architecture,”’ by Professor H. O. Corfiato, 
F.R.1.B.A. University College, Gower-street, W.C.1. 
5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—“ Elec- 
tricity Generating Stations,’ by Mr. B. A. E. Hiley. 
il, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 6 p-m. i 

RS penton Y, JANUARY 23 
4. OUTHERN COUNTIES FEDERATION OF BUILDIN 
TRADES EmpLoyers.—Luncheon and annual pre 
meeting. Connaught Rodms, Great Queen-street 
W.C.2. 1.15 p.m. ; 

iii Ree oon Y, JANUARY 2% 

N TE OF UANTITY SURVEY ? > 
BRANCH).—“ Brains ‘Trust.”’ White "Howe oo | 
Congreve-street, Birmingham. 3 p.m. : 
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Drake, K.C.M.G., at one time British 
Minister in South America, will be in the 
chair. Professor Corfiato is one of the 
outstanding authorities in this country on 
French architecture and many Franco- 
philes are looking forward to hearing this 
lecture. 


LECTURES ON PLANNING 


MempBers of the Student Planning 
Group of the Town and Country Planning 
Association have a full programme of 
Thursday evening lectures ahead. 

Professor Nikolaus Pevsner will discuss 
the English contribution to planning at a 
meeting on January 22, and on the last 
Thursday in the month Mrs. Shelia M. 
Haywood, A.R.I.B.A., A.1.L.A., will talk 
about landscape projects connected with 
mineral workings. 

The problems of group discussion in 
their relation to the formulation of 
planning policies will be dealt with in a 
talk by Mr. D. L. Holms, assistant director 
of the British Association for Commercial 
and Industrial Education, on February 5 ; 
then, on February 12, community planning 
in under-developed countries will be the 
subject of an address by Dr. 0. 
Koenigsberger. 

A lively discussion is forecast for 
February 19 when a team of speakers will 
voice their opinions on the theme: 
“Outdoor advertising in this country is 
excessive and bad.”” The series will be 
rounded off on February 26 when Dr. 
Coolie Verner will speak on the role of the 
sociologist in planning. 


MEMORIAL TO PIONEER AIRMEN 


Mr. Sipney Lowetn, F.R.I.B.A., Kent 
County Architect, has been appointed 
Honorary Architect to the Committee 
for the Eastchurch Memorial to Pioneer 
Airmen. 


ARCHITECTURAL VACANCIES 


APPLICATIONS are invited by the London 
County Council Architect’s Department 
(Historic Buildings Section) for two 
architects with specialised knowledge of 
English architectural and decorative styles 
of all periods, for work connected with 
buildings of architectural and_ historic 
interest. Salary, £837 10s. -— £1,002. 
Further details are given in an advertise- 
ment elsewhere in this issue. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Sirk THomas Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A.; MR 
Morris L. Winsiape, F.R.1.B.A.; MR. Px 
BENNETT, A.R.IL.B.A.; and Mr. W. BonHamM GAL! 
way, A.R.I.B.A., have taken Mr. Georce W. Bow! 
A.R.1.B.A., into partnership as from June 1, 1° 
I'he firm will continue to practice as Messrs. T. P 
oe AND SON, at 43, Bloomsbury-square, London, 

Hee A 

Messrs. S. J. SMITH AND PARTNERS, quantity svt 
veyors, of 13-15, Wellington-street, Luton, and Lio: 
Bank-chambers, Bedford, have taken into partnersh: 
Mr. Dicsy S. Neave, A.R.LC.S. The style of 
practice remains unchanged. 

MESSRS. NORTHCROFT NEIGHBOUR AND NICHOLSON 
have taken into partnership MR. LLEWELLYN NEWTO? 
Rupce Davies, A.R.1.C.S., and Mr. RaLpH SPICER 
A.R.1.C.S., managing surveyors, respectively, of t! 
Liverpool and London Offices of the firm. The t 
of the firm remains unchanged. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, January 15, 1853 
Fires tv Lonpon.—A report shows that 
from January 1, 1852, upwards of 1,000 
fires have occurred in and near the metro- 
polis. The loss of property is roughly 
estimated at about 2,000,000 /. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


a B= recent exchange of letters 

between the Minister of Works and the 
President of the R.I.B.A. could, if its impli- 
cations, were-taken to heart, become historic. 

Very few of us, I think, are wholly 
content with present-day building tech- 
nigue. The old guard resent a compul- 
sory austerity which seems to be anything 
but temporary; the avant-garde are 
chastened to discover that “‘ new methods ”” 
are not inevitably cheaper, and seem now 
to regard the contemporary ideal as an 
alternative aesthetic. No one’s con- 
science is put at rest by blaming high cost 
on to “low productivity per man 
hour” or price rings. Only the most 
brutalised local authority architect is 
satisfied that reducing areas is the right 
way tokeep rents down. Facts and figures 
of American practice brought home by 
Mr. Waterhouse’s team were, despite 
the difficulty of comparison, a shock and 
an accusation. Results achieved by the 
Barnet Research team, or by the Hertford- 
shire schools office, are a disquieting 
reminder. 

To say in defence that the building 
industry should mechanise itself or that 
architects should spend some part of their 
training on building sites, although per- 
haps just, is not enough. To treat the 
situation as the occasion for a slanging 
match and the grinding of private axes 
is enjoyable—but it could go on indefin- 
itely with charge and counter-charge. 

Builders could quote endless evidence 
to prove architects’ incompetence. Archi- 
tects likewise could show unanswerable 
examples of builders’ stupidity; and 
clients need only flourish final accounts 
to shame both. The reactionaries can 
admonish the progressives and the pro- 
gressives can point accusingly at Portland- 
place ; and still no one need own up. 

Everyone is justified. Meanwhile a 
great many people need a great number of 
new buildings in the right places at a 
reasonable cost—which they don’t get. 

The study of this inadequacy of archi- 
tecture is a study in inter-dependence. If 
you begin with the architect’s unwilling- 
ness to experiment with technique you 
find that the building industry, being 
largely brought up on traditional methods, 
cannot adapt itself quickly or easily and so 
penalises inherently economic ideas. If 
you begin with the builder’s indifference 
to job-planning you are confronted by 
unpredictable fluctuations in the supply of 
materials and components. Slow and 
wasteful site-organisation may be put down 
to builders’ conservatism, but it derives 
partly from the architect’s indifference to 
modes of assembly which his designs entail, 
and partly from lack of dimensional 
co-ordination of components. The archi- 
tect’s inattention to modes of assembly 
Drings into question the teaching of con- 
struction in schools of architecture, and 
involves the policy of architectural educa- 
tion as a whole. Site organisation and 
modes of assembly also call forth the 
question of builders’ training, so it is 
unreal to consider architects’ training 
2part from builders’ training. 





THE BUILDER 


To ponder a particular technique 
which may be claimed to reduce costs and 
increase speed—prefabrication, for ex- 
ample—is to question the present tender- 
ing and contracting system, since pre- 
fabrication requires detailed collaboration 
between designer, maker and assembler 
from the start, and long-term orders ; 
whereas the present system is for the 
architect to work out all his construction 
before the builder sees the drawings. 
Thus the architect’s professional isola- 
tion becomes suspect. 

It is borne in upon one that to improve 
the situation it is necessary to modify the 
whole pattern of inter-dependence, not 
merely parts of it. If, for example, the 
contracting system were changed to allow 
for collaboration between architect and 
builder, then architectural education would 
need revision to provide for organised 
study of manufacturing and assembly 
methods. Or, if systematic training in 
job-planning and site-organisation is to 
be given to builders, then among other 
things the present architect-client rela- 
tionship will need revision to allow much 
more time for the working out of the con- 
struction, and less scope for variations in 
mid-contract. More than this, it would 
call for organised and continuous co- 
operation between architect, builder, and 
materials manufacturers—with some sys- 
tem of long-term planning to ensure 
supply. 

Contractors can only make better use of 
mechanical plant if they reorganise them- 
selves into large units and have some 
assurance about the flow of work ahead. 
This implies long-term planning between 
all parties to the situation—architect, 
materials manufacturer, builder, plant- 
maker and client; at least, this applies 
to the larger -clients—local authorities 
and Government. 

In one sense, the comprehensiveness of 
the problem is daunting enough to result 
in mere isolated tinkerings here and there. 
Collective responsibility on such a scale 
so easily leads to impotence, because 
there is no established convention of 
continuous collaboration between the 
agencies responsible. This kind of 
situation is perhaps one of the major 
problems of our society; the fragmentation 
of the cultural pattern into separate entities. 

Yet the occasion seems ripe for change 
because all the parties to the situation are 
dissatisfied. Neither builders, nor archi- 
tects, nor teachers of architecture, nor 
materials manufacturers, nor the Govern- 
ment (witness Mr. Eccles’ letter) are 
content that the present system is the best 


possible. Nor, of course, is the ordinary 
“ private ”’ client. 
Mr. Robertson, it would seem, has 


promised to make the first move, and no 
doubt in due course we shall hear of a 
committee being set up. Let its member- 
ship be representative! Let its terms of 
reference be wide ! 

But perhaps the appropriateness and 
the effectiveness of ultimate changes will 
depend upon how much we want them and 
how many of us want them ? 

Joun Carter [A.R.1.B.A.] 
18, Orchard-street, Bristol, 1. 

e*e The letters referred to by our corre- 
spondent were reproduced in our issue of 
December 26.—Eb. . 
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COST OF TENDERING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The recent controversy regarding 
the procedure adopted by the London 
Builders’ Conference in fixing tenders 
has at all events served to emphasise the 
considerable expense involved collectively 
by tendering firms, and there certainly 
appears to be a strong case for the intro- 
duction of some clause in the tender 
particulars which would in some measure 
afford relief to non-successful tenderers, 
whilst at the same time ensuring that the 
building owner obtains the benefit of the 
lowest price. 

I consider that, for jobs over a certain 
minimum figure, a clause should be 
inserted in specifications and bills of 
quantities as a separate and additional 
contingency fund for the specific purpose 
of distribution by the contractor to the 
non - successful tendering firms; the 
amount of such fund to be assessed by the 
architect and the quantity surveyor by 
reference to the individual aspects of 
each job, and to be certified for payment 
on the signing of the contract. 

This method, or something on com- 
parable lines, should go a long way in 
ameliorating the present position. 

D. E. Harrincton [F.R.1.B.A,]. 

24, Buckingham-street, 

Adelphi, W.C.2. 


LEANING JAMBS 
To the Editor of The Builder 

ge eos modern English buildings one 

almost invariably notes door or window 
jamb-linings which widen out as they rise, 
giving them the appearance of 
forward. There is an exampie of this as 
recently as in your issue of January 2, 
where this feature occurs at the jambs of 
the doors of a bus garage. 
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The practical reason for these “‘ leaning- 
forward ”’ surrounds might be that it was 
desired to have the benefit of shelter from 
the projection at the top whilst not causing 
obstruction or taking up useful space at 
the foot of the jambs. But this is not a 
logical explanation. The protection 
afforded by a canopy at the top can of 
course be obtained by reinforcing the 
canopy, and/or providing it with support- 
ing brackets at the ends. 

The aesthetics which are supposed to 
justify windows with surrounds projecting 
from the wall-surface have been pro- 
nounced on by at least one exponent, but 
I do not remember having read the 
aesthetic justification for sloping-forward 
jambs. It has by now become extremely 
boring. It probably came from abroad 
and like so many imports of the kind the 
English, as always, persist in repeating 
them ad nauseam. One sees this tendency 
in the vulgar and ostentatious Jacobean 
style where the importations of foreign 
workmen were proudly learnt by their 
British fellow-workers and then repeated 
all over the country until Inigo Jones 
imported other features. 

I would be glad if someone would let 
us know what are the aesthetic reasons 
for sloping-forward jambs. 

KennetH Gover [F.R.1.B.A.]. 

Bradnell, Chathill, 

Northumberland. 


SEDDING AND HIS SUCCESSORS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It was a pleasure to read the letter 
of Mr. H. V. Molesworth Roberts 
in your issue of January 9, recalling the 
name of J. D. Sedding and others, and to 
know that he has recorded fuller details 
which are available to us in the R.I.B.A. 
Library. I should like this succession 
of good men to have been extended to 
include the name of Basil Stallybrass who 
was in partnership with Edmund H. 
Sedding in Plymouth. On the death of 
E. H. Sedding in 1921, he carried on the 
practice under the name of Sedding and 
Sta’iybrass until his own death in the 
following year. Basil Stallybrass was a 
staunch member of the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings, and his 
name should hold a high place when those 
who have practised and handed on wise 
methods in the handling of old buildings 

are remembered. 

Humpurey M. Grmson 
[A.R.1.B.A.] 
Stanton St. Bernard, 
Nr. Marlborough, Wilts. 


A CONTRACT POINT 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Reference the query raised under 
this heading in your “ Inquiry 
Bureau” in your issue of January 9, 
we feel we cannot agree with the reply 
given by your legal correspondent. 

‘. he R.I.B.A. Form of Contract makes 
no mention of the extent or value of 
variations the architect is authorised to 
make. Surely then, if the architect 
orders a variation and the contractor 
accepts same, such variation becomes part 
of the same contract ? 

Clause 24 of the R.I.B.A, Contract, 
dealing with certificates and payments, 
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states: ‘“‘ The amount so due shall... 
be the total value of the work properly 
executed....” This, then, should include 
works executed as variations. 


If variations are not to be taken into 
account when preparing interim certi- 
ficates, then, upon completion of the works, 
and pending production of the bills of 
variations and final account, the contractor 
would be entitled to payment up to the 
full value of his tender figure, less reten- 
tion money: should the variations result 
in an omission the contractor will probably 
have been overpaid. 


Your legal correspondent states that 
the architect’s power is “well estab- 
lished.”” We would say that it is well 
established that the contractor is paid for 
the work he has executed—variations and 
all. 

W. A. Benwe ct [A.R.I.C.S.]. 

Queen’s House, 

12, Queen-square, Brighton 1. 


PLANNING AND THE PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE BUILDER 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In his address at the National 
Housing and Planning Conference 
held last autumn at Southport, Professor 
Gordon Stephenson is reported in your 
last issue to have made the following 
commentary with regard to the private 
enterprise builder. ‘‘ In general,” he says, 
“he sold a shoddy product.” 


For one holding such an important 
position at Liverpool University to make 
such a statement is manifestly unfair and 
in conflict with the facts. Professor 
Stephenson has not apparently heard of the 
existence of the National House-Builders’ 
Registration Council, which, in 1939 had 
become so influential, supported as it 
was by the then Ministry of Health, that 
it was almost a sine qua non that the 
certificate of the Council was required 
by every prudent purchaser as a guarantee 
against indifferent materials of work- 
manship. 


It is true to say of the vast majority of 
building estates developed by private 
enterprise, at any rate in the south of 
England, that the houses have stood the 
test of time in spite of the fact that little 
or no maintenance was done during the 
war years. They are occupied to-day by 
proud and self-reliant working-class people, 
each of whom is satisfied that the purchase 
of his house was the best investment he 
has ever made. Private enterprise was 
responsible for three out of every four 


. houses built between the wars, and if 


builders were given reasonable freedom 
they would equal that performance in the 
future. 

I trust the learned Professor will recon- 
sider his remark to which such exception 
is taken and withdraw such an unfair 
commentary on the members of a useful 
industry. 

“‘ CHARTERED SURVEYOR.” 
BEDFORD COLLEGE FOR 
WOMEN 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with interest the 
article in your last issue reviewing 
the architectural and structural aspects of 
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Bedford College for Women over the past 
few decades, but have found one staternent 
misleading. 

It is stated that the quantity surveyors 
were Messrs. A. R. Mais and Partners ; 
now if the implication is, as it appears to 
me, that this firm acted in such a capacity 
for the whole period under review, | 
cannot accept it as a fact. 


Mr. J. Graham Mallett, my late father, 
was entrusted with the quantity surveying 
services at the College for some years 
until his death in 1945, and it is interesting 
to note that my records disclose that he 
and the late Mr. S. C. Baker, my father’s 
senior partner, acted for Bedford College 
as far back as 1927. 

P. G. MALLett. 

Grosvenor Gardens House, 

Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1. 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The writer read with interest 

“‘ Disgusted’s”’ letter in your last 

issue, and would like to make the following 
comments : 


Christmas is a time for jollification 
affording an opportunity for holiday break 
and no one, not even Mr. Scrooge, can 
alter its festive character. Such time- 
honoured practices as tipping the waiter, 
taxi-driver, dustman or postman, etc., 
have been associated with the season since 
time immemorial; but perhaps “ Dis- 
gusted ’’ does not indulge in such forms of 
“* bribery.” 

However, the writer, as one of the sub- 
contractors, has always set aside a certain 
amount for this purpose of advertising. 
The writer would state that during his 
company’s existence his work has been 
obtained entirely by competitive prices 
and good workmanship and in no single 
instance can he recall having received any 
remunerative benefit or sympathetic con- 
sideration by indulging in this so-called 
“infamous gift racket.” 

The writer has not seen many of his 
clients, but he can reciprocate their good 
wishes by drinking to their health or 
enjoying a smoke with them. 

He is afraid mankind will have to be 
reared in different circumstances if “‘ Dis- 
gusted’s’ wishes are to be carried out. 

“* DEFINITELY Pro-CHRISTMAS. 


TRAVELLING MONEY AND P.A.Y.E. 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—We feel that it should be mace 
clear to all master builders that tax 
should be deducted under P.A.Y.E. from 
all payments to-employees of travelling 
money under Rule 6A of the Working 
Rule Agreement. . 

This firm has never deducted tax on 
these payments and is now charged by the 
Inland Revenue authorities with the 
amounts which we should so have deduct: 
from 1948-1952, and of course we cannot 
now recover this money from the en - 
ployees. We are sure our mistake is bein 
repeated by very many builders. 

THE Foven CONSTRUCTION 
Co., Lrp. 

11, Spital-street, 

Dartford, Kent. 
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LANDSCAPE AND ARCHITECTURE 
Mr. Peter Shepheard’s Address at the R.I.B.A. 


T {E difference between the landscape 
architect and the ordinary architect 
provided much of the theme for the 
address by Mr. Peter F. SHepHearp, 
A.R.LB.A, A.M.-T.P.L, on “ Landscape 
an Architecture,” given at the R.I.B.A. 
on January 6. The president; Mr. Howard 
Robertson, A.R.A., S.A.D.G., was in the 
chair. 

We take the following extracts from 
Mr. Shepheard’s remarks :-— 

Up to the eighteenth century, the idea 
that these were two.separate architectural 
personalities would have been surprising, 
not to say shocking, to any well-inten- 
tioned architect and even to those people, 
such as Capability Brown, who not only 
actually worked mainly as landscape 
architects, but who regarded themselves 
every bit as much architects, and who were 
even more architects than we have been 
accustomed to think. But I think that in 
the increasing specialisation which has 
infected all professions, there is a very 
strong case for separating out these two 
methods of working, these two techniques. 

It seems to me that still the landscape 
architect and the architect are both dealing 
in the same commodity. They are both 


practising by the exercise of the visual 


imagination, they are both producing an 
environment for living ; and the traditions 
and the rules which are valid for one, are 
also valid for the other. But there are 
enormous differences in’ the technique. 
Probably the two great differences are, 
on the one hand, that the landscape 
architect is dealing with what is already 
there, with what has been called the 
genius loci. A building is a new pole in 
the sky, but a landscape is always funda- 
mentally what is there already, altered in 
some way. On the other hand, the great 
difference is in the materials with which 
one deals. A landscape architect deals 
with constructions which are incredibly 
simple compared to those which an 
architect uses. On the other hand, 
however, plants are, as I hope to show, 
one of the most intractable of all building 
materials. 


SIMPLE CONSTRUCTION 


The fact that the landscape architect’s 
constructions are simple does not mean 
to say that they are any easier to under- 
stand, and I should say that, speaking now 
as an architect, architects on the whole 
are very ignorant. This simpler kind of 
construction—how to make paving which 
will last more than a few years, how to 
construct steps and paths and fences, and 
the rules which go to their design—is 
largely not taught in architectural schools, 
where people are busy designing much 
nore complicated things. 

When we come to plants, the subject 

so vast that it is almost impossible for 
anyone who wants to perfect himself as 
a designer really to know enough about 
the material to enable him to be a designer. 
But what he must do is to know enough 
about them to design with them as his 
material. 


The differences are fairly obvious but, 





again, astonishingly ignored. First of 
all, plants grow and change. They change 
with the seasons, but in most architects’ 
sketches plants are shown as absolutely 
finite and often very stylised patches of 
black, green, red, or something which 
Stays the same, apparently, all the year 
round. Then there dre the varied soil 
and climate requirements of plants. 
There is, again, the astonishing difference 
of texture and colour, and the reaction to 
light, of plants. On the whole, plants 
are darker than building materials, and 
they tend to absorb light. They also, 
of course, transmit light, and you can have 
a plant which is a large three-dimensional 
object in your composition lit up from 
behind so that it burns with light in a 
quite different way to any ordinary build- 
ing. So that the actual placing of a plant 
in relation to light, and the placing of 
plants to be lit from behind, so that they 
are seen against other darker plants, and 
sO on, is a vital element in their proper 
use. To gain knowledge of this kind 
seems to me to be the first difficulty of 
training landscape architects. 


INCREASE IN SCALE 


In addition to these differences in the 
materials and the construction of plants, 
there are differences in design and 
technique which I should like to point 
out. First—this seems to be so important 
that it is the prime stumbling block of all 
students when first facing a landscape 
project—is the immense increase of scale 
immediately one comes outside a building. 

The second thing is that in one’s design 
one must work in perspective—and so one 
must if one is an architect. But in land- 
scape, you have not the advantage which 
you have if you are a designer of a building: 
that you can get some kind of an idea 
what it is going to look like by drawing 
an elevation. An elevation of a garden 
is a plan of a garden, and gardens designed 
in plan perhaps look good from an 
aeroplane but will never look good from 
the ground. This is so important that 
it cannot be overstressed, and it is vital 
for the student of landscape to gain a 
facility in drawing perspectives, either 
accurately or by sketches. 

I believe that if you are designing a fairly 
large space which has trees and other 
objects laid about in it, and paths and 
fences, all the major objects should be set 
up from one or two important viewpoints 
at least ;, and from those first set-ups 
you should do a large number of other 
sketches to satisfy yourself about the 
details. : 

One’s whole design is a collaboration 
with Nature. Nature will come into the 
design, either as a partner to it,.or it can 
also come as a destroyer. 

The. English landscape is a green one 
on the whole, and here and there, in 
ditches or in sheltered areas, you get 
great displays of rather lavish colour, 
but you do not get it in the open. It 
seems to me that one of the first principles 
of using flowers in, for example, land- 
scapes, is that they should not be seen 


y 


the vote of thanks, said that he had often 
tried to separate the two arts and had 
said “ Here is the dividing line. 


satisfied himself chat one might be able 
to trace these different arts to two 
sources in the human being: one, the 
— for shelter, the other, the need for 
Dr. W. F. Fox, F.R.C.P., V.M.H. 
(Hon. Secretary, Roads Beautifying Asso- 
ciation), who seconded the vote of thanks, 
said that to his mind, the chief thing 
which Mr. Shepheard stressed, and which 
was very important, was the question of 
restraint. One was so apt to over-plant. 


DISCUSSION 


In the discussion that followed, Mr. 
D. A. WREN said that most architects and 
most gardeners thought in terms of trees 
and plants by their English names. All 
nurserymen and naturalists thought in 
terms of Latin botanical names. He 
would suggest that some sort of phrase 
book, rather on the lines of the Continental 
Phrase Book, would be a great help to the 
architect in dealing with these problems. 

Str Patrick ABERCROMBIE said he 
would like to differ fundamentally from 
his friend, Mr. Jellicoe. “I think that 
the last thing the lecture had to do with 
was shelter and food. That is why I 
liked it so much. The little of building 
that came into it was purely the effect of 
certain geometrical shapes and forms, 
and the plants dealt with were anything 
but food-producing plants.” 

Miss Corvin (President, Institute of 
Landscape Architects) agreed that the 
kind of gardening Mr. Shepheard had 
shown them was the objective which they 
would like to make for. ‘“‘ My own feel- 
ing about it is that the easiest form of 
gardening for most of us, and what we 
have to aim at in the future, is nothing 
much more than, say, a mild interference 
with Nature. 

Mr. GONTRAN GOULDEN said that our 
normal park gardening was so bad now 
and showed no sign of improvement that 
we must rank as one of the lowliest of 
official gardeners in the civilised world. 

Mr. BuLLIvaANtT thought that architects 
often had opportunities of using plants 
in a simple way in the ground spaces 
around buildings, schools and playing 
fields, and spaces on housing estates. 

In the course of his reply, Mr. Suep- 
HEARD said that in regard to “ the fascina- 
ting question of English names,” people 
had tried it over and over again, but it 
was no good. Robinson had been the 
greatest man to make a fool of himself 
over this in his book on the flower gardens. 
He had tried to invent names, and we got 
things like “ rock foil” for “ saxifrage.”’ 
The reason why botanists used Latin 
names was to make it easier for them, and 
not for fun. 
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The Master Plan of Peterlee New Town, showing proposed land use. 


PETERLEE : 


HE Master Plan for Peterlee has been prepared by Messrs. 
Grenfell Baines and _ Hargreaves, AA.RJI.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.JI., the New Town’s planning consultants, and has 
been put forwerd with the full support of the Development 
Corporation. As stated in the accompanying progress report 
on Peterlee, it is still under consideration by the Ministry. 

After subtracting all land unsuitable for building owing to 
subsidence, and other causes, from the total area of the New 
Town, the consultants state that this leaves only 1,060 acres 
that can be used for building, and even some of this, “‘ if open 
space is to be conveniently related to areas of residential develop- 
ment,” must be left free of building. On the rate of building 
required, the consultants state that 500 houses per annum is 
the lowest figure which would deal with the housing shortage in 
the area, and establish the town as a centre. 

On residential areas, five main points are made: That the 
extraordinary limitations on land availability make it imperative 
to use to the full all land not materially affected by subsidence 
or natural defects; that the inevitable building on skylines 
should be accompanied by large-scale tree planting ; that the 
majority of the population should have houses with gardens 
(giving a round figure for density of 35 persons per acre) ; that 


THE MASTER PLAN REPORT 


every effort should be made to provide enough space for @ 
population of 30,000 ; and that the main roads which serve 
the district should be regarded as boundaries to the residential 
areas. 

On the architectural treatment of the Town Centre the 
report states: ‘* The centre will include a variety of buildings 
which will in itself produce interest. Then there is a wid: 
variation of levels on the site, the Town Hall being some 35 ft 
above the Market Place, the Health Centre about 50 ft. With 
this inherent variety, there will be little need to vary the number 
of storeys to gain interest, and,in the main, buildings of oné 
or two storeys above ground level have been suggested. Con- 
struction, phasing, maintenance, are thereby simplified with 
consequent economy.”’ 

The consultants say that the design of the commercial zone 
will require special attention. “‘ Welwyn’s main shopping 
centre is, in fact, one large store with a fine restaurant above, 
under the management of the Corporation. At Letchworth 
the Town Centre shops follow a different and more traditional 
pattern. . . We are advocating a combination of the two 
principles by rationalising the building, but allowing sub-division 
of space to accommodate individuality.” 
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The proposed Town Centre, where it is hoped that work may be started this year. 


PROGRESS ON THE NEW TOWNS 


the Corporation’s Chief Architect's department 


9.—PETERLEE 


By Our Own 


| TITTLE imagination is needed to 

realise the difficulties of planning a 
New Town where practically every acre 
of ground is either in the process of 
subsidence, or is destined within the next 
20 years to subside to a greater or lesser 
extent, owing to the extraction of the coal 
that lies beneath it. This has been the 
chief physical problem facing the Peterlee 
Development Corporation since it was 
set up in March, 1948, with the object of 
serving the mining population of south- 
east Durham, and was the direct cause of 
delays in starting building work in the 
earlier days of the Corporation. 

The various phases of the development 
of the town had to be keyed in with the 
programme of coal extraction, and until 
the National Coal Board had formulated 
its plans for the area in some detail it 
was clearly impossible for the serious work 
of town planning to begin. With the 
best will in the world it is not, however, 
possible to forecast exact dates for coal 
extraction some years ahead, and the 
phasing of the town will therefore have to 
© kept constantly under review. 

The part of the Durham coalfield on 
which the New Town of Peterlee is to be 
built consists of one to five seams of coal, 
and in places some of these have already 
been worked out. Houses, it is estimated, 
will withstand the extraction of two seams 
without serious damage resulting, pro- 


Representative 


vided they are built on a concrete raft 
foundation, and whether a piece of ground 
is ready for housing development depends 
accordingly on a combination of natural 
factors and the stage reached by mining 
activities. Subsidence is estimated to be 





A perspec tive 
Quadrant 


The group of shops illustrated has been designed by 


practically complete five years after extrac- 
tion of the coal. 

The Corporation receives a_ special 
Government subsidy to offset the cost of 
concrete raft foundations, and a further 
precaution in the building of houses on 
land liable to subsidence (which does not, 
however, attract subsidy) is the inclusion 
of expanded metal in the brickwork at 
first-floor and eaves level. 

Liability to subsidence means that, in 
many areas, it is safe only to build single 
or semi-detached houses for fear of 


of the Common Roomzto be erected early this year in the North-East 
; The design isgby the Chief Architect's department 
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Peterlee in the District : 
the area of the New Townis 
hatched, and the size of the 
black pyramids indicates 
the numbers of miners em- 
ployed at the various pits 
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cracking, with a consequent increase in 
costs and repercussions on planning gener. 
ally. Im some cases terraces are being 
constructed in which the houses present 
a continuous facade but are structurally 
separate. 

The value of the underlying coal is so 
great that the obvious method of prevent- 
ing future subsidence by “ sterilising ” 
certain areas against mining, would not 
be sanctioned by the Government. For 
the future Town Centre, however, where 
it is hoped to site larger and taller build- 
ings, agreement has been reached to 
sterilise some 40 acres, at a sacrifice of 
over a million tons of coal. Another 
effect on planning which will ensue from 
mining activities arises from the existence 
of the coal barriers—the strips of unmined 
coal which are left between the various 
mines. ‘These elongated areas are subject 
to particularly severe stresses at surface 
level, when the ground falls away on 
either side, and cannot safely be built 
upon. The Corporation hope to put 
these strips to good use for the planting 
of shelter belts of trees, which are needed 
in the exposed position occupied by the 
town. 

Other precautions that have to be taken 
against mining subsidence include con- 
structing roads of tarmac instead of 
concrete, which are more easily repaired in 
case of damage and have more flexibility, 
and the laying of sewers with flexible- 
jointed pipes. 


THE MASTER PLAN 


Although much progress has already 
been made at Peterlee, and building is 
now proceeding rapidly, owing to the 
complexity of the problems, the Master 
Plan has not yet been approved by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. The Master Plan was prepared by 
Messrs. Grenfell Baines and Hargreaves, 
AA.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 

The New Town of Peterlee is situated 
mid-way between the Tees and the Wear 
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Plans and elevation of proposed three-storey three-bedroom house (superficial area 1,160 
sy. ft.) and one-bedroom flat (580 sq. ft.) designed by the Chief Architect’s department 


and only a short distance away from the 
sea. The designated area of 2,350 acres 
occupies the heart of the Easington Rural 
District, which is one of the largest in the 
country and has a population of 83,000 
people. 

The surrounding countryside consists 
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Proposed two-storey three-bedroom flats designed by 








largely of rolling farmland almost uninter- 
rupted by high hedges and woodlands, a 
scene characteristic of land underlain by 
magnesian limestone. What woodland 
there is is almost entirely confined to the 
deep denes that are the outstanding natural 
features of the countryside. These are 
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the Chief Architect's department. 


The area of the ground-floor flat is 852 sq. ft., and that of the others 871 sq. ft. 
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steep-sided gorges winding inland from 
the coast, the largest and most beautiful 
being Castle Eden Dene, which is included 
in the designated area of the New Town. 
The country scene is marred only by the 
high spoil heaps, the smoking coke ovens 
of the collieries and the squalid rows of 
housing in the pit villages. 


THREE MAIN PROBLEMS 
The population of Easington Rural 


District is contained in no fewer than 26 _ 


towns and villages of sizes varying from 
little agricultural hamlets to mining settle- 
ments of over 10,000 inhabitants. It is in 
relation to this scattered pattern that 
Peterlee is being planned. Peterlee is 
to solve three problems that are inherent 
in a mining district such as this. First, 
it is to provide new well-planned houses 
to relieve the serious housing shortage in 
the overcrowded villages and to replace 
the bad housing of the area. Second, it 
will provide a much-needed administrative, 
commercial and recreational district centre 
for a heavily populated rural area. Third, 
by establishing new industry and new 
employment opportunities it will provide 
the necessary diversification of employ- 
ment required as a bulwark against the 
depression to which basic industries such 
as mining are so subject, and by keeping 
the people to the area will prevent a re- 
sumption of the emigration that was such 
a melancholy feature of this area in the 
years between the wars. 

The drawbacks of the scattered settle- 
ment pattern had long been recognised by 
the Easington Rural District Council. As 
early as 1943 a scheme was being con- 
sidered by the council for concentrating 
new housing into a few selected areas, 
and when the immediate post-war building 
programme had been settled a scheme for 
the centralisation of new building crystal- 
lised into a proposal for a new town to be 
situated to the east of Old Shotton and 
to the north of Castle Eden Dene. Such 
a venture was obviously beyond the reach 
of a rural district council unable to call 
upon anything like sufficient financial and 
technical resources for such a vast project. 
The Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning, however, became convinced that he 
should use his powers under the New 
Towns Act, 1946, and the Minister de- 
cided to make a Designation Order 
under the Act for a town of 30,000 people. 
In March, 1948, a Development Corpora- 
tion was set up to plan and build the new 
town in order to fulfil not only the policy 
of the Government, but also the wishes 
of the local people themselves. 

As already explained, building work 
could not be started until agreement had 
been reached with the collieries on their 


future programme of extraction. In 
1950, however, discussions with the 
National Coal Board resulted in the 


necessary co-ordination of surface plan- 
ning with underground workings to such 
an extent that considerable areas of land 
have been made available for immediate 
housing and Town Centre development, 
and yet only a very limited sterilisation 
of coal has taken place. 
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Plans, elevations and section of a detached type of the People’s House to be built in 
situations where terrace or even semi-detached types cannot be erected owing to the 
effects of mining subsidence 


PROGRESS TO DATE 

The resolving of this difficulty has 
cleared the way for considerable progress 
to be made in providing houses for people 
in the overcrowded mining villages. 
82 houses, 24 flats and a shop and flat 
were all complete by February, 1952, 
at Thorntree Gill which overlooks Castle 
Eden Dene. The Dene has been acquired 
by the Corporation and will be opened as a 
park and nature reserve. At Eden Hill, 
in the north-east of the Designated Area, 
the Corporation have pressed on with a 
scheme for the quick erection of about 
1,000 houses. Contracts for roads and 
sewers for all of them have been let, and 





Semi-detached three-bedroom 
People’s Houses. The total floor 
area of this type is 895 sq. ft. 


the construction of the first houses 
started in September, 1950 ; by the end of 
September, 1952, 492 dwellings, including 
eight shops and flats, had been completed 
at Eden Hill, making 599 dwellings in 
all ; and by December 31, 1952, a total of 
700 dwellings and nine shops had been 
completed. 

Plans are also being prepared for a 
technical college, the architects for which 
are Messrs. Cordingley and McIntyre, 
F./A.R.I.B.A.; for schools, for whom the 
county architect is responsible ; and for a 
police station and a fire station in the 
Town Centre. 

Progress has also been made towards the 
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establishment of indystry to provide 
employment for men and boys surplus 
to the needs of mining, and women and 
girls unable to travel to the surrounding 
centres of Sunderland, West Hartlepool 
and Stockton. Discussions with the 
Board of Trade have led to agreement 
whereby an industrial estate of 50 to 60 
acres will be developed by the Corpora- 
tion in conjunction with North-Eastern 
Trading Estates, Ltd., who, as the Board 
of Trade’s agent, will build factories for 
letting. Industrialists who want to build 
their own factories will be able to lease 
sites from the Corporation. The indus- 
tries to be established will form an integ- 
ral part of the plans for new industry in the 
North-East Development Area as a whole. 

The Corporation feel important progress 
has now been made towards the realisation 
of the three fundamental reasons for the 
New Town : the need for houses to relieve 
a serious shortage, the need for a district 
centre and the need for new and more 
varied employment. 

The majority of schemes built, or 
building, at Peterlee have been designed by 
the Chief Architect’s department, but the 
Corporation also propose to continue the 
policy of employing architects in private 
practice for a proportion of the work. 

The following members of the Cor- 
poration’s staff have been principally con- 
cerned in planning the New ‘Town : 
Messrs. A. V. Williams, B.A.(Oxon), 
General Manager ; W. J. Scott, Dip.Arch., 
F.R.I.B.A., Chief Architect; K. M. 
Baxter, y eet Dip. T.P. (Manc.), 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., Deputy Chief 
Architect; J. I. S. Gray, A.R.I.B.A. ; 
D. Baxter, A.R.I.B.A.; R. H. H. Davis, 
B.Arch. (L’pool), A.R.I.B.A.; G. J. 
Antcliff, F.R.I.C.S.; and R. G.S. Roberts, 
A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I.Mun.E., A.M.T.P.L., 
Chief Engineer. 

A list of contractors, sub-contractors 
and suppliers in connection with the de- 
velopment of Peterlee is on page 128. 
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PEOPLE’S HOUSES AT PETERLEE 


Examples of the Development Corporation’s People’s Houses, designed 
by the Chief Architect’s department, are shown on this and_ the 
preceding page. Above: Front view of part of a terrace of Q3 type 
houses, and (below) garden view of end house. Plans are on the right 
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FLATS AT PETERLEE 


Plans and elevation of 
three-storey flats at Thorn- 
tree Gill, designed by the 
Chief Architect's depart- 


ment 
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DEVELOPMENT AT 
THORNTREE GILL 


The shop and flat illustrated 
on this page were designed 
by the Chief Architect's 
department; the housing in 
the scheme (seen in the 
photograph opposite) was 
designed by Messrs. Grenfell 
Baines and Hargreaves, 


AA.R.I.B.A 


Following is a list of contractors, sub- 
contractors and suppliers in connection with 
development at Peterlee New Town : 

General Building Contractors.—G. M. 
Pearson and Son, Ltd., Hetton-le-Hole, 
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> Lane Fox and Co., Ltd., 
Norton-on-Tees ; Veti and Edwards 
(Builders), Ltd., Sunderland. 


Co. Durham ; 


Civil Engineering Contractors.—Geo. 
Vimpey and Co., Ltd., Newcastle-upon- 
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Tyne; Lane Fox and Co., Ltd., Norton-on- 
Tees; Tarslag, Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees ; 
Myton, Ltd., Newlands, Hull. 


Sub-Contractors.—Floor finishes, Korkoid 
(now Rowan and Boden, Ltd.) and Marley 
Tile Co.; R.C. floors and stairs, Windsor 
Constructions, Ltd.; electrical installations, 
J. Calvert, Church-street, Seaham Harbour, 
G. M. Pearson and Son, Ltd., and J. W. 
White, Ltd. ; offshot roofs, Ruberoid. 


Suppliers.—Ironmongery, A. J. Wares, 
Ltd., South Shields; Henry Moat, Ltd. ; 
Parker, Winder and Achurch, Ltd. 


Sanitary fittings (including Easiclene and 
Leizure sink units and lavatory basins) : 
A. J. Wares, Ltd.; S. Gratrix, Ltd.; H 
Foster and Sons (Bishop Auckland), Ltd. 


Joinery : J. Hustler and Sons, Ltd., More- 
cambe ; Robt. Lauder and Co., Ltd., West 
Hartlepool; F. Hills and Sons, Ltd., 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Roof tiles: Redhill Tile Co., Ltd. ; 
Marley Tile Co., Ltd. ; Samuel Tyzack and 
Co., Ltd., Sunderland. 


Paints: Chas. Turner and Son, Ltd., 
London, W.C.1 ; Leyland Paint and Varnish 
Co., Ltd., Leyland ; Latham Browne, Ltd. ; 
Frank Bookless and Co., Ltd., Aycliffe 
1.C.1l. and Walpamur; Sissons Paints ; 
Elders Walkers and Co., Ltd.; Bengough 
and Crouch, Ltd., Leeds, 3. 

Insulation: Fibreglass, Ltd. 

Fireplaces, etc.: A. J.~ Wares, Ltd 
Henry Foster and Sons, Ltd., Bish: 


Auckland; Warrum Fireplaces, Ltd., Sunder- 
land ; Henry Moat, Ltd. 

Patent fascia soffit: Bainbridge’s. 

Wrought iron gates and external balustrad- 
ing: Brown’s, of Gildersome, near Leeds. 

Reinforcement: Expanded Metal Co 
Ltd., West Hartlepool ; Square Grip Rein 
forcement Co., Ltd.; Team Valley Trading 
Estate, Gateshead-on-Tyne. 

Bricks : London Brick Co., Ltd. ; Blacketts 
Lumley Brick Co., Fence Houses, Blyth. 
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in A view of the scheme for eight shops, designed by the Chief Architect's department, which forms the first part of the shopping centre in 
ng the North-East Quadrant. Right: Typical floor plans. 


PROGRESS ON THE NEW TOWNS.—g PETERLEE Sf 
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HOUSE AT CLAREMONT, ESHER 
}. KENNEDY HAWKES, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 


HIS house was designed to provide three-bed- 
room accommodation within 1,000 sq. ft., 
and apparent spaciousness has been achieved by 
minimising the communication areas and by the 
careful planning of each of the rooms. It will be 
seen that a cloakroom has been provided under the 


staircase and the necessary height has been achieved 
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by lowering the floor. Fuel stores and outbuildings 
have been incorporated in a separate garage block. 

The house is built on a corner site, and is entered 
from the side road. An interesting feature is the 
large living-room, with doors to the south leading 
on to a terrace and the garden. Hot water is pro- 
vided by an electric water heater. The house is 
built in Dorking facing bricks roofed with Cranleigh 
Swallow tiles. 

Messrs. Durnfords, Ltd., of Claygate, were the 


general contractors 










































| PEDAODOAM b> gt groom 2 | 
6’a‘ ° | 0'e%. aol 
LIVING "TT 
. or oh st Se ' 
; —' 
BEORGOM |. 
im’ a's 12' bo! Loom 
w 
GROUND FLOOR PLAIN rT tA SF yrh.OoOoO AK FLA mI 
So =—— ie SSS =) Got 











Janu 





january 16 1953 





THE BUILDER 





HOUSE AT HAWKSHILL, ESHER 
j. KENNEDY HAWKES, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 


A NEAT arrangement of accommodation has been 
achieved in this three-bedroom house the area 
of which is 1,000 sq. ft. A separate dining-room has 
been provided, and the bay windows in the living-room 
and the dining-room give added width where it is 
most needed. The staircase has been planned so 
that it is totally hidden from the front entrance door. 
Hot water is provided by a gas-fired boiler. The 
house is built in Phorpres sand-faced flettons, and 
roofed in Langley red interlocking tiles. 

Messrs. Lewis E. C. Topham, of East Molesey, 
were the contractors. 
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A NEW RECTORY AT SHERE 


MOORE SIMPSON AND CLEVERLY, 
F/ARIBA, ARCHITECTS 


HE rectory site, which slopes to the north, was 
donated by the patron of the living, and is 
approximately 100 ft. by 200 ft. It is approached 
by an unadopted road to the north considerably below 
site level, along which stand four good oak trees. 
The natural western boundary is a bank and beech 
hedge, and a split chestnut fence was built to the east 
and south. The north, or entrance front, was left 
unfenced. 


Situated as it is, in a much visited and compara- 
tively unspoilt village, more than usual consideration 
was given to the house in relation to its setting. A 
traditional style seemed called for, and local materials 
indicated. Facing bricks are multi-sand-faced stocks, 
and the tiles hand-made sand-faced plain tiles. In 
place of the usual lead, the flashings to the stacks and 
upstands have been carried out with pieces of the same 
tile bedded in cement. The windows generally are 
double hung sliding sashes in three lights. ‘The upper 
sash in the sidelights is top hung. 


Internally, it was required that the dining-room 
and drawing room should be en suite so that they could 
be thrown into one for parish meetings, and a secondary 
entrance to the rectory study was provided. 

Fireplaces, the surrounds of which are carried out 
in brick, are fitted with all-night-burning grates. 
Heating is provided by means of a boiler. 


Floors to the hall, kitchen and offices are tiled and 
Rhodesian mahogany floor blocks were laid in the 
main rooms. Flush doors have been fitted in various 
selected veneers left in the natural wood and wax 
polished 


The colour scheme internally is predominately 
bath stone walls and broken white woodwork, though 
different coloured distempers were used throughout 
the bedrooms. Externally, the woodwork is ivory 
and gutters and down pipes battleship grey. The 
front door was painted pale yellow. 

The contract was for £4,800 which was made up as 
follows : House, {£4,290 ; drive and site works, £130 ; 
garage and stores and yard, £380. 


View from the south- 
west. 


The general contractors were Messrs. F. H. Woods 
and Son, of Albury, Surrey. Sub-contractors and 
suppliers employed were : 

Ewhurst Brick Co., facing bricks ; Swallows Tiles, 
Cranleigh, roof tiles ; British Art Tile Co., cill tiles ; 
Marley Tile Co., floor tiles ; Hollis Bros., floor blocks ; 
John Bolding, sanitary fittings; A. G. & H. Cumper, 
electrical work ; Hadfields, of Merton, paint ; Walpa- 
mur, distemper. 
















































































































































1953 














January 16 1953 


HOLBORN CORONATION 
DECORATIONS 


An Imaginative Scheme 
By BASIL MARRIOTT 


OLLOWING Westminster and the 
City, Holborn Borough Council have 
made public their plans for street decora- 
tions during the Coronation celebrations, 
which it is hoped will include one of the 
Royal Drives through parts of the borough. 
They have been designed by the 
Council’s architect, Mr. S. A. G. Cook, 
A.R.LB.A., and his staff. They are both 
workmanlike and, needless to say, literate 
in the design sense: it is particularly 
pleasant to be able to say this of a scheme 


domestically produced, but it should not’ 


be necessary to point out that, failing 
circumstances calling for the retention 
of a more specialised consultant, this is the 
proper province of the staff architect. 
The point is mentioned purely because 
one hears, barely credibly, of decoration 
schemes being entrusted to other depart- 
ments of less enlightened local authorities. 
These must learn from Holborn. 

Working to a limited budget, by com- 
parison with Westminster and the City, 
Holborn’s scheme is confined to the 
main thoroughfares of the borough—New 
Oxford-street from St. Giles’ Circus 
onwards ; High Holborn to the junction 
of Gray’s Inn-road; and Southampton- 
row from the southern boundary of 
RusselH-square down Kingsway to the 
borough boundary. 


Mr. Cook’s designs are gay and light in 
both weight and tonality. Paying due 
respect, by heraldry, to the local historical 
context he has, as it were, a friendly nod 
in passing for what have come to be 
regarded as Bloomsbury’s artistic asso- 
ciations. If the “ flavour ’”’ is not perhaps 
quite as immediately fashionable as, say, 
that of Casson’s Westminster scheme, 
this is quite proper, and the result is a 
well thought out piece of “‘ well-dressing ”’ 
in both colour and cut. 

The general keynote is floral where it 
is not heraldic or formally emblematic, 
wreaths and garlands being interspersed 
with a coronet motif and with leafy, or 
feathery, plumes. The colour-scheme is 
well thought out, inclining to magenta 
and turquoise as a welcome contrast to 
the primary reds and blues of which we 
shall no doubt see plenty about. Much 
attention has been paid, by means of 
mock-ups, to how features will read at 
various distances in different lights, and 
colour has been heightened in tone with 
pinks and yellows and, in this case, 
judicious use of white, as accents rather 
than mass. 

For the heraldic motifs there is, of 
course, a wealth of local material to draw 
on, such as the Inns of Court and 
University. In New Oxford-street shields 
will carry the arms of the various wards. 
Kingsway’s trees necessitate a variation 
of the general scheme, and the tramway 
tunnel adit is given a Lion and Unicorn 
feature. 

Elsewhere, lamp standards have been 
treated in groups so as to concentrate 
decoration to the best advantage. These 
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are intended to be linked up by the general 
motif and colour-scheme “ frontagers ” 
have been asked to adopt, consisting 
mainly of small plaques bearing the Ro 
Cypher and garlands. With these, careful 
thought has been given to a design adapt- 
able to the varying fenestration of front- 
ages so as to offer the possibility of 
rhythmical arrangement. 

‘The Central School of Arts and Crafts 
will come into the picture, and no doubt 
something lively and characteristic is 
to be expected. Those who are members 
of the Architectural Association will be 
glad to learn that cordial relations have 
been established between the Borough 
Council and the A.A. over a scheme for 
Bedford-square under Sir Hugh Casson’s 
direction. 

Other high-spots include the possible 
mounting of a searchlight beacon on the 
University tower, if this proves practicable. 
Generally, the scheme is not only com- 
petent but shows an imagination which 
will pleasantly surprise those who doubt 
local authorities’ capacity to relax and to 
rise to such an occasion. 


INTERESTING COMPARISONS 


Mr. Cook, in a memorandum describing 
his proposals, rightly stresses the “ dress ”’ 
implications of the problem—no doubt 
he has in mind the sartorial as well as the 
naval sense of the word. His design 
provides an interesting comparison with 
Casson’s Westminster and Scott’s City 
schemes in this relation. The former 
properly suggests the elegant sophisti- 
cation of the West End, and the latter 
pays regard to surroundings where respect- 
ability and the “substantial” conno- 
tations of dress are observed, perhaps at 
the expense of fashion or aesthetic pre- 
ferences. By contrast with both, Cook’s 
scheme for Holborn is well-dressed in a 
less localised way, and being entirely 
“‘ suitable for the occasion in any company ” 
cannot fail to please. 

A special word is due for the presenta- 
tion: this is representational enough 
surely to satisfy the hardest-boiled of 
frontagers. whose interest and support is 
to be enlisted, and at the same time 
acceptable to those professionally con- 
cerned with design and its presentation. 
This unfortunately cannot be said of all 
the Coronation schemes so far published 
and, again, it is particularly pleasant to 
be able to say it about a “ municipal ”’ job. 


CHANGES AT WESTMINSTER 


Srr Hucn Casson, F.R.I.B.A., con- 
sultant to Westminster City Council on 
decorations for the Coronation, said at a 
meeting of the English-Speaking Union 
on January 8 that the change in the 
Coronation route had made it necessary 
to amend his plan for a double archway 
at the entrance to Whitehall from Parlia- 
ment-square. It was proposed to replace 
the archway with a 60-ft.-high feature 
to mark that important point in the pro- 
cession. He also said that agreement 
had been reached with the police and 
other authorities concerned to brighten up 
the boards covering statues and shop 
windows and the police gates sealing off 
particular streets. 


i 
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OBITUARY 
E. W. Garrett 

We regret to record the death, which took 
place on January 7 at his home in Streatham, 
of Mr. E. W. Garrett, former president of 
the London Master Builders’ Association and 
junior vice-president of the National Fed- 
eration of Building Trades Employers. 

Mr. Garrett, who was 48, was i of 
the L.M.B.A. in 1946, and had been one of 
the vice-presidents of the N.F. 

January, 1951. He held, or had 
large number of offices in 
connected with the building industry, includ- 
ing the presidency of the Builders’ Clerks’ 
Benevolent Institution in 1944, the 
treasurership of the L.M.B.A. in 1941, and 
again from 1948-1950, and the vice-presi- 
dency of the Institute of Builders last year. 

He was chairman of the National Federa- 
tion negotiating committee with the Ministry 
of Labour on the draft code of the Building 
Regulations 1948, and served on many 
courts of referees and appeals boards as a 
member of the employers’ panel of Tooting 
Employment Exchange and the Tavistock- 
street London Building Trades Exchange. 
Last year he was elected by the National 
Federation as a member of the joint com- 
mittee for the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment. He was for many years vice-chairman 
of the board of governors of the Brixton 
School of Building, and first chairman of the 
building advisory committee of the Regional 
Advisory Council for Higher Technological 
Education. He was also for many years 
honorary treasurer of the Builders’ Benevo- 
lent Institution. 

Mr. Garrett was managing director of his 
family firm of J. Garrett and Son., Ltd., of 
Balham Hill. He leaves a widow and four 
children. 


Mr. D. A. G. Reid, M.LC.E., principal of 
the L.C.C. Brixton School of Building, 
writes:— 

Through the untimely death of Mr. Eric 
Garrett, building education has lost a 
staunch supporter and a very valuable 
friend. As vice-chairman of the governors 
of Brixton School of Building, as chairman 
of the building. industry committee of the 
Regional Advisory Council for Higher 
Technological Education, and as a member 
of L.M.B.A. education liaison committee, 
Mr. Garrett gave a great deal of time to the 
interests of the technical colleges; and this 
was time which he could not easily spare, 
having regard to his other work. 

Through his clearsightedness and common 
sense approach to the problems of technical 
education and his imperturbable charm of 
manner, Mr. Garrett came to be held in 
high regard by his many friends in the col- 
leges. His death will leave them with a 
sense of real personal loss. 


H. J. Cook, A.R.LB.A. 

We regret to announce the death, which 
occurred suddenly on January 4, of Mr. 
H. J. Cook, A.R.LB.A., for 23 years chief 
architect for Gateshead Corporation, who 
retired only last month. He was 65. 

He was a native of Sunderland, and served 
14 years with Durham County Council, and 
then in the Colonial Service in Nigeria before 
going to Gateshead. He had —— thou- 
sands of houses in erm eg the raga 
major building projects in borough 
which he had been responsible include 
Queen Elizabeth Hopsital, the new Shipcote 
Baths, the extensions to Stannington Mental 
Hospital, the Joicey-road open-air schools, 
and the new schools at Lobley Hill. 
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STEEL ECONOMY AT PLASHET 
COUNTY SECONDARY SCHOOL 
The Design and Construction of a Prestressed 


Concrete Retaining Wall 
By R. F. GALBRAITH, B.Sc., M.1.Struct.E., 


A.M.I.C.E., M.Cons.E. 


HE retaining walls surrounding the 
basement to the *Plashet County 
Secondary School for Girls at East Ham 
were originally designed in normal rein- 
forced concrete. In May, 1952, when the 
initial allocation of steel for the school was 
made by the Ministry of Education it 
became clear that the commencement of 
the school would have to be delayed until 
the end of the year unless means could be 
found to save steel in the early stages of 
the work, as only 6} tons was allotted for 
the period July, August and September, 
out of a total requirement of about 315 
tons. 

After investigation it was decided to 
prestress the retaining walls, column 
bases, lower lengths of the main columns 
and certain connecting beams as it was 
found that the allocation of 6} tons would 
be sufficient for the retaining walls, and 
thus allow the work to proceed. ‘“‘ Mac- 
alloy” steel bars fitted with Lee-McCall 
High Efficiency nuts, post-tensioned to 
42 tons per sq. in., were selected in pre- 
ference to small-diameter high-tensile 
wires, and the work was redesigned on this 
basis. The estimated quantity of steel 
for normal reinforced .concrete in the 


* A drawing of the school as it will appear when 
completed appeared in our issue of December 5.—Ep, 


Fig. 4. A length of wall with the vertical bars concreted in at the bottom ready for concreting and, 
filled with the upper ends of the “U”’ 


retaining walls, 
column bases, etc., 
was 56 tons and the 
actual tonnage used 
of “‘ Macalloy”’ bars 
and subsidiary rein- 
forcement was 22 
tons; this showed a 
saving of 34tons,i.e., 
61 per cent. of that 
required for normal 
reinforced concrete. 

The work was 
commenced on June 
2 last, and full advan- 
tage was taken of the 
good weather to 
complete the base- 
ment excavation and 
construction of the 
retaining walls be- 
fore the winter set in. 


MASS 
CONCRETE 
FOUNDATION 

The base of the 
retaining wall is sup- 
ported on amass con- 
crete slab in which is 
formed the keyway. 
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Fig. 3. A series of bars joined and ready for concreting. 


right 
bars projecting ready for 


(Fig. 5), the wall concreted and partly back- 
tensioning. 
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Fig. 1. Details of reinforcement in basement retaining wail. 
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Fig. 2. Method of reinforcing area retaining wall. 
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The underside of the mass concrete is 
taken about 2 ft. 0 in. into the blue clay, the 
maximum safe bearing pressure 
ascertained by tests to be 2.5 tons per sq. ft. 


The sections of the north and south 
walls are shown in Fig. 1, and that of the 
<n 2. In order to 
save end anchorages the majority of the 
bars in the retaining walls 
bases were bent into “ U ” 


eng 

straight arms of the “ U’s” were greased 
one-ply roofing 

fixing 


it 


and wrapped with a layer of one 

felt, and were also bent before ’ 
The lower part of the ““U” thus became 
gripped by the concrete and as the bars 
were tensioned in pairs the lowest part 
of the bar became a fixed point. 


Two cases generally were considered, 
namely, construction conditions before 
the ground-floor slab was in position and 
completed conditions with full loading. 
The surcharge of 2 cwt. per sq. ft. was 
taken on the surrounding ground. No 
tension was allowed in either condition. 
The bars were placed with the desired 
eccentricity in the formwork and Fig. 3 
shows a series of bars fixed and ready for 
concreting. A strip of heavy expanded 
metal was placed inside the “‘ U ” to help 
distribute the high local stresses whilst 
a spiral of }-in. mild steel bar was fixed 
behind the steel anchor blocks at the ends 
of the bars to reinforce the concrete and 
distribute the stress imposed on the con- 
crete by the anchor blocks when the bars 
are tensioned. A 9-in. brick skin was 
used on the outside of the lower part of 
the wall to act as formwork, treated with 
two coats of marine cement to resist damp. 
Fig. 4 shows a length of this wall. 


The concrete is 1:2:4 nominal mix, 
using Ham River sand and aggregate from 
their Fishers Green pits. Test cube 
results gave an average of approximately 
5,200 Ib. per sq. in. on 6-in. cubes at 
seven days, and 6,200 Ib. per sq. in. at 
28 days. Fig. 5 shows a lengthjof wall 
concreted and partly backfilled with the 
upper ends of the “ U” bars projecting 
ready for tensioning. 

Tensioning was carried out by means of 
jacks about ten days after casting. When 
tensioning was complete the backfill was 
completed up to a level of about 12 in. 
below the top of the tensioned wall. 


In the case of the north and south walls 
the tensioned work finishes about 4 ft. 
below the ground-floor level (Fig. 5), and 
the upper part of the wall was formed 
monolithic with the reinforced concrete 
ground-floor slab. The top of the pre- 
stressed wall is treated as a virtual hinge 
producing the horizontal force needed to 
stabilise the moment at the edge of the 
slab. This horizontal force tends to 
reduce the moment at the base of the wall 
and is allowed for in the calculations. 


Mr. George Whitby, M.B.E., 
A.R.I.B.A., is the architect for the school, 
Mr. R. F. Galbraith, B.Sc., M.1.Struct.E., 
A.M.L.C.E., M.Cons.E., the consulting 
engineer who designed the prestressed 
concrete work; Messrs. McCalls, Ltd., 
of Sheffield, supplied the “ Macalloy ” 
bars, fittings and jacks, and Messrs. 
Bernard Sunley and Sons, Ltd, the 
builders, carried out all the concrete work 
and tensioning. 
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SUB-CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS 


Their Nomination Under Building Contracts 
By J. E. COOKE, A.R.LCS. 


"PPHE smooth and efficient running of build- 

ing contracts is often upset these days 
by the way in which nominated sub-con- 
tractors and suppliers are appointed and 
subsequently dealt with under the contract. 
This is mainly due to a lack of understand- 
ing, by the parties concerned, of the 
contract conditions dealing with nomination 
and also to certain anomalies and contradic- 
tions which appear to be present in those 
conditions. Consequently, it may be useful 
to review the situation in the hope of 
clarifying it from all points of view, and to 
try to see whether or not some of the fric- 
tion and aberration can be removed. 


After briefly considering the relevant 
clauses of the main contract, I shall divide 
the remainder of my thesis roughly into three 
parts: (i) the nominated firms, (ii) the 
general contractor and, (iii) the architect; but 
these parts will, of course, lap one upon the 
other, for no clear division can really be 
made. Furthermore, much of what I have 
to say may appear to be elementary, but, as 
l'am addressing my remarks to all parties, 
it should be appreciated that what is known 
to one may be new to others. 


The Main Contract 


This is the contract between the employer, 
that is the building owner, and the con- 
tractor, and I shall base my considerations, 
for convenience, on the standard R.I.B.A. 
form; about the use of which I shall later 
have something to say. The contract deals 
with the matter in two clauses which draw 
a distinction between sub-contractors and 
suppliers. 

The principal terms of the clause covering 
“nominated sub-contractors” are as 
follows: (a) that the prime cost or provisional 
sums shall include a cash discount of two 
and a half per cent. to the builder; (b) that 
the. nominated sub-contractor shall indem- 
nify the contractor against the same 
obligations as the contractor is liable for 
under the main contract; (c) that sums in- 
cluded in the architect’s certificates for 
payment to nominated sub-contractors shall 
be paid within 14 days of receipt of the 
certificate; (d) that before any certificate is 
issued the contractor shall, if requested by 
the architect, produce proof of payment of 
all nominated sub-contractors’ accounts in- 
cluded in previous certificates; in default of 
which the employer may pay these sums 
himself and adjust subsequent certificates 
accordingly; {e) that the architect can secure 
final payment to any nominated sub- 
contractor before final completion of the 
works provided the sub-contractor satisfac- 
torily indemnifies the contractor against 
latent defects; (f) that there shall be no 
privity of contract as between building 
owner and nominated sub-contractor. 


In dealing with nominated suppliers, that 
is, firms who only supply the goods, with 
the contractor fixing them, the provisions of 
the contract are much simpler. The relevant 
clause merely defines the meaning of 
“nominated suppliers” and “prime cost,” 
and lays down that the prime cost sum shall 
include five per cent. cash discount to the 
builder provided that he pays the account 
within a stated period. 


Payment to nominated suppliers is not 
dependent upon the issue of an architect's 


certificate, but is due in accordance with 
normal trading requirements, that is, within 
30 days of the end of the month in which 
delivery is made, and is to be paid in full. 
The general contractor is not required to 
produce proof of payment before certificates 
are issued, and there is no implication that 
any form of sub-contract be entered into 
with the supplier as is implied under the 
nominated sub-contractor clause. F 


The Nominated Firms 


Nominated sub-contractors and suppliers 
too often become the Cinderellas of the 
building team. The architect is very ready 
to accept, and is indeed thankful for, the 
assistance which they can render in the 
early days of preparing a scheme, but once 
the problems have been solved there is a 
tendency to look upon the specialist as 
something of a nuisance; as someone who is 
continually telephoning about whether their 
estimate is acceptable or, what is even 
worse, if it is not acceptable, then why not? 
But it should be remembered that these 
firms, both sub-contractors and suppliers, 
perform a useful function, and are there- 
fore entitled to considerate attention. If you 
require them to conform with certain condi- 
tions of your own choosing, you must at 
the same time be prepared to recognise that 
they themselves may want to include provi- 
sions, too; and, unless these conditions are 
carefully negotiated, they can often be in 
conflict. 


Most specialist firms and suppliers belong 
to trading associations of one sort or 
another, and many of these associations are 
brought together under the wing of the 
Federation of Associations of Specialists and 
Sub-Contractors, which organisation has, 1] 
feel, a useful part to play in the industry. In 
conjunction with the N.F.B.T.E. it has 
prepared and issued a standard form of 
sub-contract which fulfils the requirements 
of the main contract, and I think that 
specialist firms should give more attention 
to this fact than they appear to do at the 
present moment. 


Firms should be prepared to submit 
quotations based on the understanding that 
the standard form of sub-contract be entered 
into between themselves and the builder; and 
if there are certain aspects of the sub- 
contract which they do not like, then they 
should give it careful consideration with a 
view to getting the form revised. The use 
of this form is likely to afford them greater 
security than the loose acceptance by the 
builder of their quotation with its own 
printed conditions attached, and the little 
extra trouble needed to execute the docu- 
ment may be well worth while. At the same 
time the general contractor should also be 


prepared to accept it and put jt to greater 
use. 


Many specialist firms are newcomers to the 
building industry, and it is surprising how 
many of them are completely ignorant of the 
intent or even existence of the “ nominated 
sub-contractors ” clause in the main contract. 
and often are not aware of the safeguards 
which are incorporated on their behalf. A 
study of this clause and of the standard 
form of sub-contract may well repay them 
and be to everyone’s advantage. 

Besides the normal difficulties of trading 
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as between ome person and another, 
nominated sub-contractors and suppliers 
have to contend with other difficulties which 
arise solely due to nomination and, as it js 
these difficulties with which we are primarily 
concerned, it will be as well to consider some 
of them in detail. 


Submission of Estimates 


When specialist firms or suppliers are 
asked to tender estimates for goods or ser- 
vices under a building contract they seldom 
know with whom they will ultimately be 
dealing. When their quotation is finally 
accepted they may find themselves doing 
business with a contractor about whom they 
know nothing, and this will involve them in 
a very real credit risk. This has been found 
out from past experience, and the bad debts 
are eventually passed on to the employer in 
the form of higher tenders. 


Nominated firms should only be asked to 
submit tenders after the main contract is let 
and the builder known. If the architect 
wants estimates for inclusion in the bills of 
quantities, then any firm brought in should 
be told quite frankly that this was the case, 
and that an estimate for this purpose only 
was needed, and that a firm competitive 
tender would be asked for later. This would 
save specialists and suppliers a lot of 
time and trouble, and would mean that the 
tenders eventually received would be current 
and up to date. ' 


Settlement of Accounts 


Many nominated firms encounter difficulty 
in collecting their money, in fact, most of 
them will affirm that this is their greatest 
difficulty, and that it is mainly due to their 
being in the position of a nominee. _Irres- 
pective of what contract or agreement may 
exist between the contractor and the 
nominated firm the contractor finds it con- 
venient to assume, and correctly so, perhaps, 
in many cases, that he is only obliged to pay 
these firms after he himself has received 
payment of the certificate in which the value 
of their work or materials has been included: 
and then only for the amount so included. 
Sometimes, if not often, this is carried a 
stage further and the payment is not made 
until there is the possibility of having to 
produce proof of having done so just before 
the issue of the next certificate. And if it is 
known that the architect or surveyor does 
not normally require such proof, there can 
probably be an even longer delay in settling 
the account. 


Furthermore, jt would seem that the cash 
discount is nearly always deducted by the 
contractor, whether he is entitled to retain 
it or not, so that many nominated firms now 
look upon it as something the builder wil! 
get, anyway. This appears to be a clear mis- 
application of the intention of the discoun! 
at, apparently, the building owner’s expense. 
and, because of this, I feel that more 
positive responsibility should be placed upon 
the architect to see that these accounts are 
properly paid. 

Instead of the contract conditions merely 
requiring that the contractor “.. . shall, i 
requested by the architect . . .” produce 
proof of payment to nominated sub- 
contractors, they should specifically require 
the architect to obtain that proof. And if it 
is found that the contractor is misappropriat- 
ing the cash discounts, then there should be. 
again, a positive obligation on the architect 
to recover these moneys and pay them 
direct to the nominated sub-contractor 


Furthermore, these conditions should equally 
apply to the settlement of nominated sup- 
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pliers’ accounts so as to afford them the 
same protection as may be enjoyed by sub- 
contractors. 


Defects Liability Period 

Little attention is given to this matter, 
either by architects or specialists, at the time 
of requesting or tendering estimates; which 
is rather surprising because it can often 
mean that the specialists may have to wait 
much longer than the usual period of six 
months before final settlement of their 
accounts. 


If six months is accepted as being a 
reasonable period, then this should be 
clearly stated and understood between the 
parties, both at the time of tendering and 
during the course of the sub-contract. At 
practical completion of the nominated sub- 
contractor’s work half of the retention 
moneys should be realised and the remainder 
paid at the end of the six months or as soon 
as any defects which may have appeared 
have been made good. When applying for 
this final payment it should be a condition 
of payment that the sub-contractor submits 
a written undertaking to make good any 
latent defects which may appear in this work 
up to a date six months later than the con- 
tractor’s own date of practical completion. 
After final payment to any sub-contractor 
the contractor’s responsibility with regard to 
this work should be confined to the under- 
taking given by the specialist’s and the con- 
tractor’s own retention moneys reduced 
accordingly. 

Most of this is already anticipated in the 
main contract, where the architect can, if 
he so desires, secure final payment to any 
nominated sub-contractor; but, once more, 
the operative word is “if” and not “ shall.” 
Again, I feel that there should be a more 
specific requirement on this point so that 
the present inconclusiveness, whereby sub- 
contractors may have to wait as long as 12 
months or more for the release of this reten- 
tion money, can be removed. Having 
money tied up like this can be an expensive 
business for most firms, and, as I have said 
before, all these expenses are feflected in 
their subsequent tenders, to the ultimate dis- 
advantage of the building owner. 


The Contractor 


Having looked at the situation from the 
nominated firms’ point of view, it now 
becomes necessary to see how the contrac- 
tor regards the arrangement, and what he 
feels are his rights under the main contract. 
Generally speaking, most contractors seem 
to accept the present situation whereby, 
perhaps, 50 per cent. or more of the con- 
tract is attributable to nominated sub- 
contractors and suppliers, and, in fact, they 
often extend the principle by further sub- 
letting many of the trades. However, many 
difficulties are met with under the arrange- 
ment, and whilst a lot of them are of an 
organisational nature which can to a great 
extent be resolved by more careful pre- 
planning, I propose here to deal only with 
those of a contractural nature such as arise 
mainly from differing interpretations of the 
contract conditions. 


Perhaps the first difficulty which a contrac- 
tor meets with is the instruction from the 
architect requiring him, under the terms of 
us contract, to place his order with the 
firm whose estimate is enclosed. On many 
occasions the printed conditions which 


appear on the back of the estimate conflict 
with those which he is required under his 
to apply, and 


contract lengthy corre- 
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spondence and negotiation is sometimes 
needed to resolve this conflict. This usually 
results, with the smaller builders anyway, in 
accepting the estimate as it stands and 
ignoring the implied requirement of the main 
contract of the use of a form of sub-contract. 
This is a pity, for, besides being irregular. 
it tends to destroy the respect which one 
should give to a contractual agreement 
freely entered into between the parties, and 
I think it would achieve some good results, 
even if it meant immediate chaos, if con- 
tractors returned to the architect all 
estimates carrying conditions in conflict with 
those which the architect requires him to 
apply. If the architect takes it upon him- 
self to make the inquiries, he should see that 
such conditions are in agreement with those 
imposed upon the contractor. 


Cash Discounts 


Contractors have developed a very real 
financial interest in the cash discount, and 


this can often be a complicating factor when’ 


settling accounts. I have had much to say 
elsewhere about this discount* and will con- 
tent myself now with repeating that there is 
some evidence to show that it no longer 
fulfils its original purpose and has a 
tendency towards inflation. If this is so, a 
good case can be made for its removal, and 
nominated sub-contractors, if not also sup- 
pliers, be asked to tender their lowest and 
completely nett figures. 


Whilst the immediate reaction of most 
contractors to the suggestion that cash dis- 
count be removed is one of sheer horror and 
dismay, “You are robbing us of our 
profit!” sort of thing, a little reasoning will 
show that it is something of an anomaly, and 
the source of no little time and trouble to 
both contractors and sub-contractors. How- 
ever, accepting the contract as it stands, it 
will be useful to consider how the discount 
affects such things as purchase tax and 
increased costs, where the situation is far 
from clear. 


Purchase Tax 


The main contract has nothing to say 
about purchase tax. What has to be kept 
clearly in mind is that prime cost and pro- 
visional sums are deemed to include either 
two and a half per cent. or five per cent. 
cash discount as the case may be, and that, 
as the purchase tax is a part of the prime 
cost or provisional sums, then it, also, must 
be subject to the discount. This is the 
opinion expressed by the Joint Contracts 
Tribunal in their practice note No. 15, but, 
at the same time, it conflicts with the 
generally accepted idea that purchase tax 
is always a nett addition out of which no 
one should make any profit. In other words, 
there can be no discount as there is no profit 
out of which to allow it. 


How purchase tax is assessed and fixed is 
beyond the scope of this thesis; suffice it to 
say that once the goods carrying purchase 
tax have passed out of the hands in which 
they were held when the tax was fixed, the 
tax, rightly or wrongly, seems to become an 
element of cost as far as the new owner is 
concerned, and if he, in his turn, sells the 
goods, then he will, supposedly, fix his 
profit requirement on the total cost of the 
goods sent to him. So it is probable that 
in some cases there is an element of profit 
out of which the discount can be allowed by 
the sub-contractor or supplier. 





*“ The Application of Cash Discounts to Nomin- 
ated Su’b-Contractors’ and Suppliers’ Accounts under 
Building Contracts,” R.1.CS., 1952, abstracts of 
which appeared {n “The Architects’ Journal” of 
March 13, 1962. and “ The Builder” of May 23, 1952. 
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Even so, estimates are often submitted 
showing nett additions for purchase tax, 
which means that if the Tribunal’s opinion 


3 


is to be followed, then firms tendering 
estimates should be asked to adjust 
order to include for the builder's 
count. However, it has now 

a common practice to 
additions as being nett, and to 
sums separate in the bills of 
the same time qualifying the contract 
tions by saying that the prime 
provisional sums shall be deemed 
the appropriate cash discount in 
such sums do not constitute purchase tax 
which element of the sum shall be stri 
nett. 


All argument can be removed so long as 
the architect, and for that matter the quan- 
tity surveyor, knows what he wants, and 
makes it quite clear to both the contractor 
and to the specialists (or suppliers) at the 
time of tendering or submitting estimates. 
If the discount is going to be allowed on the 
purchase tax, then suppliers and specialists 
should be asked to inciude for it accordingly; 
if it is not going to be allowed, then the tax 
should be shown as a nett addition in 
estimates, and the builder should be clearly 
shown this intention in the specification or 
bills of quantities, It should be remembered, 
however, that where the builder’s “ addition 
for profit” is concerned, the pro rata ad- 
justment must be made on the whole of the 
provisional sum, inclusive of any purchase 
tax. 


Fluctuations Clauses 


Exactly the same argument would appear 
to apply where increases in cost of labour 
and materials occur under any fluctuations 
clause in the sub-contract or form of agree- 
ment, except that in this case we usually 
have a clearly stated intention that the sub- 
contractor will pass on these increases or 
decreases as nett and will not gain or lose 
any profit by virtue of the operation. 
this is the case, then it is clearly impossible 
to ask the sub-contractor, or supplier, to 
allow a cash discount on nett increases as 
this will reduce his profit; and, alternatively, 
if there is a nett decrease, then by allowing 
the discount after the deduction is made the 
sub-contractor increases his profit. 


The intention should be, and usually is, as 
between sub-contractor (or supplier) and the 
general contractor, that the increases or 
decreases shall be nett, and that there is to 
be no cash discount on this element of cost. 
But due, again, to the way in which the 
main contract is worded, it should be 
clearly stated in the specification or bills 
of quantities, that this is to be the case, and 
that the cash discount only applies in so far 
as the prime cost or provisional sums do not 
include any element of increases or decreases 
in costs due to the operation of any fluctua- 
tions clause. But, as before, the contractor's 
addition for profit should be adjusted pro 
rata on the ultimate sum inclusive of the 
deduction or addition of decreased or 
increased costs. . 


I feel it would remove much argument and 
make for greater consistency if this matter 
was dealt with more clearly in both the main 
contract and the form of sub-contract, for 
taxes and fluctuations clauses look like being 
with us for a long time, and are certainly 
more than just temporary expedients. 

Before leaving purchase tax and fluctua- 
tions clauses, there may rng be ages some 
inconsistency in my saying con- 
tractor should get his normal! profit addition 
even though these items are supposed to be 
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nett. But it should be remembered that the 
contract says the contractor shall have his 
profit adjusted pro rata on the ultimate 
value of the prime cost or provisional sum, 
and, as we have agreed that the purchase 
tax and increased or decreased costs con- 
stitute a part of that sum, then the profit 
must be adjusted accordingly. The contrac- 
tor’s profit on prime cost sums is in respect 
of the money he has put at the building 
owner's disposal, and the contract does not 
lay it down that he shall forgo any of this 
profit where prime cost or provisional sums 
are concerned. It may say so in respect of 
the fluctuations clause in the main contract, 
but this only applies to the basic price-list 
attached to that contract, and has no connec- 
tion with any sub-contract or other agreement 
into which the contractor may enter. 


Attendance on Nominated Sub-Contractors 


This may be a good place to say a few 
words about the contractor’s addition for 
attendance upon nominated sub-contractors. 
The conditions of contract say that there 
shall be a pro rata allowance for the con- 
tractor’s profit at the rates contained in the 
bills of quantities, but it does not say that 
there shall also be a pro rata adjustment for 
attendance, and neither do I think that this 
is intended, Even so, it seems to be a 
common practice nowadays to link the 
attendance with the profit and to adjust them 
both, pro rata, as one item. 


The attendance which a contractor may 
have to render to a nominated § sub- 
contractor should be clearly specified, and a 
careful indication given of the extent of the 
sub-contractor’s work, such as stating the 
area of flooring, or roofing, tonnage of 
structural steelwork and the like. If this 
is done, the builder should be able to assess 
this cost without any difficulty. 


The habit contractors have of pricing this 
item as a percentage of the provisional sum, 
in the same manner as profit, may be a 
simple way of doing the job, but it is not 
necessarily realistic or, for that matter, 
competitive. However, even though the 
price included may appear as a percentage, 
it must be assumed that it represents the 
contractor’s price for providing the attend- 
ance, and it should be subsequently adjusted 
only if the extent of the attendance changes. 
This change of extent is not caused so much 
by the difference in cost of the nominated 
sub-contractors’ work as by the difference in 
scope of their work; for instance, a certain 
type of flooring may be reduced or increased 
in amount by a half, in which case it may 
be reasonable to assume that the cost of the 
contractor’s attendance had also altered to 
some extent. If it is only a question of 
cost--say thermo-plastic floor tiling at 15s. 
per yard super instead of at 25s.—it does 
mot seem fair that the price for attendance 
should be adjusted in the same proportion; 
whether the price goes up or down. 


Variations in the price -for attendance 
should be dealt with solely on their own 
merits, as attendance. This makes it fair to 
both parties under any circumstances, and 
is, 1 feel, what the contract intends. It may 
also help to produce more realistic prices 
for those items, which would be a better 
thing all round. 


The Architect 


it will be seen from the foregoing that 
the architect, besides having a very clear 
duty to perform when nominating firms. 
must also have a complete understanding of 
the situation and its requirements if the 





THE BUILDER 


arrangement is to run smoothly and 
economically; and in what I have said so 
far I have tried to bring out some of the 
more obscure of these requirements. So 
long as he knows what is wanted and keeps 
the conditions of the main contract always 
in mind, there will seldom be any cause for 
argument. 


Besides informing the specialists or sup- 
pliers about the appropriate discounts to be 
included, and the form of contract under 
which they will be nominated, and of any 
relevant amendments to such form, he 
should also pass on information such as the 
name of the general contractor; the antici- 
pated dates of commencement and comple- 
tion of the sub-contract works, together 
with the completion date for the main con- 
tract; the date for delivery of the goods or 
materials; the terms of payment, and of any 
special arrangements such as direct payment 
by the building owner; plant and facilities 
which the contractor will be supplying or, 
alternatively, a request for the firms to state 
their requirements in this respect. And, last 
but not least, it is important that they shall 
be asked to incorporate in their quotations 
an undertaking to conform to the conditions 
of the main contract, with them stating that 
any of the conditions appearing on their 
estimate shall be considered null and void 
where they conflict in any way with the 
principles underlying the main contract. 

A guide to good practice in this respect 
is contained in the “ Standard Conditions of 
Tender for Nominated Sub-contractors and 
Nominated Suppliers,” as prepared by the 
Quantity Surveyors’ Committee of the 
R.LC.S., and which was published during 
the middle of 1951 jointly by the R.I.B.A. 
and the R.LC.S. This sets out model forms 
of tender with explanatory notes, and the 
use of similar forms is to be strongly 
recommended on contracts of any impor- 
tance. 


After the tenders of nominated firms have 
been negotiated and passed on to the builder 
for acceptance, the architect should make it 
his business to see that the nominees receive 
payment when it becomes due. and, if they 
do not, then he should immediately use his 
power under the contract to remedy the 
situation. Dates of practical completion and 
confirmation of conclusion of defects 
liability period should be properly dealt 
with, taking the contractor into considera- 
tion as well as the sub-contractor, and these 
should always be clearly set out in writing 
with all parties informed, including the 
quantity surveyor. 


Conclusions 


If the numerous parties which it takes to 
bring any building scheme to fruition are 
to be looked upon as a team, then all their 
requirements must be carefully considered. 
This does not just mean that the architect 
should understand the feelings of contrac- 
tors, specialists, and suppliers, but also that 
these other people understand one another’s 
position. I feel it is as important that 
specialist firms coming into the field of the 
building industry should understand and 
appreciate the peculiarities of building 
projects and contracts every bit as much as 
they would have the building industry 
appreciate their own difficulties of working. 
And if they haye any suggestions to make 
for improvements, then let us hear them. 


A lot has been said during the past few 
years about preplanning, but we still seem 
to be as far away from this ideal as we ever 
were. Every effort should be made in 
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moving forward in this direction, for it can 
be the answer to many of the problems 
encountered in the building industry to-day; 
and I still don’t think enough has been done 
to impress this fact upon clients generally. 
There are still many difficulties in the way 
of preplanning, and I think it is time that 
careful inquiry and thought was given to 
the problem to see whether or not some of 
these difficulties could be removed. 


Perhaps the most valuable instrument in 
our hands for facilitating the performance of 
building works is the existence of a sound 
and respected standard form of contract, the 
R.L.B.A. form, and it cannot be too strongly 
and repeatedly emphasised how important it 
is that this form, and this alone, be used. 
Amendments to the standard form, either 
directly or indirectly, should be strongly 
deprecated, for such amendments have im- 
plications which cannot be properly 
appreciated by the contractor until legal! 
opinion or advice has been taken upon 
them. 


If it is felt that such amendments are 
needed and are of a continuing nature, then 
the proper course to take is to make recom- 
mendations for the revision of the standard 
form. When building owners make these 
amendments they should not object if the 
contractors retaliate by qualifying tenders; 
for it.should not be forgotten that the condi- 
tions of any contract are supposed to look 
to the interests of both parties. 


These remarks apply in every respect to 
the sub-contract between builder and sub- 
contractor, and, again, I feel that wider use 
should be made of the standard form men- 
tioned earlier. 


Understanding, appreciation, and the use 
of standard forms are remedies in our own 
hands, and if we will only exert ourselves to 
use them, then a measure of greater 
economy and efficiency may have been 
brought into the workings of the industry. 


* ARCHITECTS’ FEES TOO HIGH ” 
St. Asaph Council’s Concern 


“ WE wILL either have to reduce our archi- 
tectural fees or allow other firms to quote 
for doing the work,” commented Mr. JAMES 
PARKINSON, chairman of the finance com- 
mittee, at a recent meeting of the St. Asaph 
Rural Council. 


Mr. D. E. Jones, Rhuddlan, suggested 
that the housing architect be asked to revise 
his present terms, and on the recommenda- 
tion of the chairman (Rev. W. J. Hamer) 
it was decided to invite him to attend a 
meeting of the finance committee. 


The council were informed that at a meet- 
ing of the finance committee the finance 
officer (Mr. R. D. J. Hughes) reported tha‘ 
the housing architect had informed him tha 
he was prepared to meet the council over 
the question of his fee for the abandoned 
housing scheme at Tremeirchion by reducing 
his original account of £345 15s.10d. to £300, 
in addition to his previous concessions. 


The finance committee decided to inform 
the council that they were of the opinion 
that architectural fees in respect of housing 
development were costing far too much: For 
example, the fees for the six houses to be 
erected at Waen would cost approximatels 
£54 a house. The committee recommended 
that the amended account for the Tre 
meirchion scheme be paid, and that the 
whole question of architects’ fees b¢ 
reconsidered. 
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ENSURING LAND FOR 
PRIVATE HOUSING 


Mr. Macmillan on New Legislation 


LEGISLATION to ensure that adequate 
land is available for private house- 
building was foreshadowed by Mr. Haroip 
MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, when he spoke at a luncheon 
in London on January 8, given by the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders. 
Mr. Harry Spencer, the Federation’s presi- 
dent, was in the chair. 

Mr. Macmillan said that there are three 
major factors which would affect the building 
industry in 1953: Productivity ; materials ; 
and costs. “All these are interlocking 
factors. One intimately affects the other. 
But before I come to these there is one raw 
material which you must have to start at-all, 
and that is land.- I studied the development 
charge, and after looking at it for several 
months decided there was only one thing 
to do with it—kill it. Until we could get 
rid of this ridiculous charge it was idle to 
hope for any great expansion in house- 
building to private account. There are some 
points that will come up in connection with 
the second barrel, next autumn’s Bill. Let 
us know what they are and we will try to 
meet them. 

“But, apart from development charge,’ 
Mr. Macmillan continued, “ you must have 
land to build on. I have asked the local 
authorities to see that you have the land 
and, above all, not to take it away from you 
except in very special cases. In addition, 
I have asked them to see that you are given 
your fair proportion of land in their planning 
so that private house-building may play its 
proper part in the great joint effort. 

“T will go further than that. In next 
autumn’s measure I shall make it clear to 
the local authorities that if land is held to 
ransom, as the phrase goes, by absurd prices, 
they shall apply the compulsory purchase 
order system not merely to the land that they 
require for council houses, but also to the 
land of that portion of an estaie which they 
think would be suitable for private building.” 


The Meaning of Preductivity 


Mr. Macmillan went on to say that pro- 
ductivity had increased during the last year; 
a month had been cut out of the average 
time it took to build a house. “ But what 
do we mean by productivity, and how are 
we going to increase it?” he asked. “ First, 
by good organisation and management, by 
correct phasing of each step in a building 
project to avoid delays and confusion; and 
second, by increasing the effectiveness of the 
manpower employed through the steady in- 
crease Of efficiency, and especially of mech- 
anisation in all its forms. I know that this is 
much easier to say than to do, especially in 
the house - building industry which cannot 
make use of the large-scale machines suitable 
to civil engineering and other forms of pro- 
duction. Nevertheless, the truth remains 
that the only way to get up output is by 
increased miachine-power and . ingenuity 
behind the worker. 

“In any case we are going to try to build 
more houses in 1953, and more schools, and 
more factories, and more of everything. It 
is quite clear that all of us will have to 
produce more with the same amount of man- 
power. That is really what productivity 
means.” 

On the subject of materials, Mr. Macmillan 
said that something was always short. All 
last year it was steel, but he did not think 
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steel was going to be the problem this year. 

We certainly could not afford to waste 
any timber, for two reasons. First, because 
we were going to use a great deal and, second, 
because the purchase of timber fell directly 
upon the balance of payments. So we must 
save timber like everything else. 

He had no doubt that there would be 
trouble with bricks. But here again we could 
save, and he was asking local authorities 
and taking very special efforts to get them 
to save. 

“Now I know that the statisticians, as 
[ believe they call them, will tell me that 
we shall run into shortages, and that will 
prove how foolish we have been. Not at 
all. You are just as likely to run into 
shortages if the target is low as if it is high,” 
he declared. 

“Now about costs let me say this one 
word. Somehow or another costs have got 
to be brought down. Broadly, costs depend 
upon you in the industry. You are not 
going to have an easy job. The costs must 
be brought down if we are to get house- 
owning back on a wide basis. For we have 
got to bring it within the means of the man 
who earns between £8 to £10 a week.” 

Mr. Macmillan added that he did not think 
people yet realised how great a contribution 
to the housing need private building could 
make over the next few years. 


Advantages of Home Ownership 


Mr. C. DouGLas CALVERLEY, immediate 
past president of the Federation, said his fear 
had been that people had become so accus- 
tomed to relying on local authorities to house 
them that they were in danger of losing the 
ideal of ownership. Yet home ownership 
was good politically, economically, financi- 
ally, socially and in every other respect. 

“One of our major problems,” Mr. 
Calverley continued, “will be concerned 
with costs, for it is, of course, perfectly clear 
that unless we can bring prices down the 
economic position of the people is such that 
the demand for ownership will soon be satis- 
fied merely because potential owners will not 
be able to afford the benefits and privileges 
of ownership. 

“We shall look to the Minister for assis- 
tance in tackling some of our difficulties and 
I would respectfully submit that although 
we appreciate the seriousness of the balance 
of payments position and its effect on our 
main imported material—softwood—it is 
essential that sufficient timber supplies are 
available in order that the house-building 
industry can operate efficiently. I am sure 
that in the long run increased expenditure 
on softwood will be eminently worthwhile. 

“We house-builders, on our part, must 
ensure that the houses we build are soundly 
constructed; we must produce in quality as 
well as in quantity and we can refer with 
some satisfaction to the inspection and cer- 
tification service of the National House- 
Builders’ Registration Council, with which all 
our members are réquired to work. I hope 
that the service will expand until it can 
safely be said that the public will have only 
themselves to blame if inferior standards of 
house-building are accepted.” 


Officers for 1953 . 


At the annual general meeting of the 
Federation of Registered House-Builders, 
held in London on January 8, Mr. Harry 
Spencer, J.P., of Preston, was elected presi- 
dent of the Federation for 1953. Mr. R. 
Whittington, of Southampton, and Mr. 


George Reed, of London, were elected senior 
and junior vice-president, respectively. 
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BRICK PRODUCTION 
Demands May Not Be Met 


rPHE Midland Federation of Brick and 

Tile Manufacturers have issued a 
statement in which Mr. NorMan J. WIGLEY, 
secretary of the Federation, refers to remarks 
made by Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister 
of Housing (at the luncheon of the Federa- 
tion of Registered House Builders), about 
the problem of brick supplies for this year. 

Mr. Wigley (says the statement) said that 
the problem had arisen because the Govern- 
ment had failed 12 months ago to investigate 
the physical capacity of the brick and tile 
industry, the capacity of which had been 
seriously reduced by war-time closure, and 
it was estimated that at least 400 brick- 
making plants in operation pre-war were 
no longer available for brick production. 
The areas most seriously affected by this 
loss of manufacturing capacity were the 
north-east, north-west and west Midland 
regions, which between them were now 
manufacturing 1,000 million fewer bricks per 
annum than pre-war. 

Ministers had proceeded on the assump- 
tion that by merely creating demand they 
would automatically create production of 
building materials, but that was only true 
up to the point of the physical producing 
capacity of the existing brick-manufacturing 
units, and many believed that that point had 
now been reached over the greater part of 
the industry. 

The Government may be forced to con- 
sider the “mass importation” of Belgian 
and other bricks to save their 1953 pro- 
gramme, and already in the north-east, where 
the position has been described as hopeless 
so far as further brick supplies are con- 
cerned, substantial imports of Belgian bricks 
have been arranged for at an average of 
£3 per thousand more than the average price 
of British-made common bricks being paid 
generally in the country and which adds 
something like £50 a house to costs. 


Shortage of bricks has delayed the starting 
of work on two housing estates near 
Leamington and Coventry, Warwick Rural 
Council housing committee reported on 
January 10. Only by applying to the Minis- 
try of Housing has the council been able 
to guarantee the supply of bricks for the 
building of 28 houses at Bagington. Even 
now, delivery of common bricks will not 
start before February 1. 


SCHOOL BUILDING IN LONDON 
L.C.C.’s Post-War Achievements 

Progress in school building since the war 
has been reviewed by the London County 
Council. During the war, 75 London 
schools were completely destroyed, while 
143 others suffered serious damage. Most 
of the remainder—about 1,100—received 
less extensive damage. Apart from this 
damage it was to remove protec- 
tive brickwork from 700 schools and steel- 
work from 350. 

Emergency repairs between 1945 and 
1947 brought into use some 20,000 places. 
Major works since that time, designed to 
provide additional primary and secondary 
places to keep pace with the rising school 
population, include 54 new schools built, 
providing 22,500 places; 43 seriously war- 
damaged schools repaired, providing 12,000 
places; 17 new schools under construction, 
to provide 19,000 places; and 36 new schools 
at drawing-board stage, to provide 23,000 
places. 
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EASTERN FEDERATION 


President’s Review for 1952 


(THE feeling that the building industry 

has needlessly been forced into an 
entirely defensive attitude on the subject of 
research and development is expressed by 
Mr. Harvey G. Frost, O.B.E., F.LO.B., 
president of the Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, in his review for 
the year 1952, which will be presented at 
the Federation’s annual mecting on January 
21. “Although some of the criticism may 
be justified,” he says, “it must be remem- 
bered that our approach to new methods 
and materials is different from that of the 
scientist. 

“The experts,” he continues, “may be 
very enamoured of a new idea which is 
novel and striking, but before we introduce 
this into the industry a purely commercial 
test will be applied. A new machine, for 
example, may contribuie materially to 
increased speed in house erection given 
certain conditions. If these conditions are 
only present on occasion, the capital invest- 
ment involved may not make the investment 
worth while. The present income tax pro- 
visions certainly de not encourage or even 
make possible expenditure of this character. 
From our point of view building research 
must result in work being done cheaper, bet- 
ter and quicker, and if the scientists have a 
material contribution to offer the responsi- 
bility does not entirely lie at the door of 
the industry to seek this out and interpret 
it in terms of practical building. I feel 
that a lot more has to be done before there 
is a proper link between the laboratory and 
the building site. A question which might 
well be re-examined at the present time is 
whether the lines on which research is being 
carried out are yielding the best possible 
commercial return. To-day our main pre- 
occupation is with house-building costs and 
if the skill and resources of the scientific 
establishments could be primarily directed 
towards this, then we might see an 
increasingly effective contribution to this 
grave problem.” 


The Economic Outlook 


Referring to the relationship between 
building work and the economic outlook, 
Mr. Frost says: 

“ Money, particularly for repair work, is 
getting increasingly short, and because of this 
and the effect of rent restriction on house 
maintenance the paraphernalia of licensing 
was latterly a sheer waste of administrative 
effort. The on-looker may say that ‘the 
building industry is never satisfied, but one 
has only to be a building contractor to realise 
how damaging to production has been the 
artificial structure set up in the post-war 
period. During this past year, however, 
there have been ominous portents. which 
some of us might wish to ignore, of a dry- 
ing up in the demand for building work. 
Next year we may well be faced with a 
further rise in building costs at a time when 
less money is available, and I do not think 
that the future is as rosy as some would 
have us believe. This brief review does not 
permit of a development of this important 
theme but quite clearly our industry, if it 
is to enjoy prosperity, miust address itself 
increasingly to the problems of production 
and management.” 

On the subject of local authority housing, 
Mr. Frost says one can appreciate the diffi- 
culties which confront local authorities 
who must grant houses tc applicants who 


THE BUILDER 


prove their need irrespective of means, but 
he considers that some discrimination in the 
housing subsidy is absolutely essential if 
they are to escape from the situation which 
is now developing and is being accentuated 
through rising costs. “We have been 
patiently waiting an indication by the 
Government,” he continues, “ that it is pre- 
pared not only to face up to this situation, 
but also to the inequitable one resulting in 
disguised subsidies through rent restriction. 
This disastrous situation has existed for far 
too long and we would welcome a move to 
bring economic realism into our housing 
problems.” 


Mr. Frost goes on to say that in their 
region self-help building groups have been 
few and far between, and although these 
have been discussed on cccasion he thinks 
the Federation’s views could best be summed 
up by saying that while they appreciate the 
urge which has given rise to these groups, 
they feel that the needs of the people con- 
cerned could best be met through the build- 
ing industry to whom this movement must 
represent a challenge on housing costs. 


Forms of Contract 


In a section of the review dealing with 
contract matters, Mr. Frost says: 

“One recent development which is likely 
to upset the steady progress made on con- 
tract matters is the decision by the Associa- 
tion of Municipal Corporations to prepare 
for their members their own form of build- 
ing contract. The R.I.B.A. Standard Form, 
which is almost universally used by local 
authorities in the Eastern Counties, has been 
evolved over the years in the light of experi- 
ence and provides fair and reasonable con- 
tract conditions acceptable to all parties. If 
any person or organisation concerned in this 
matter is not satisfied with certain conditions 
in the existing contract, then this is surely 
a matter which could be discussed either 
through our Joint Contracts Tribunal, which 
is responsible for the standard form and its 
administration, or by calling together all 
those concerned in the subject who may feel 
that their views at the moment are not taken 
into account. Any unilateral action to 
thrust upon the industry contract conditions 
which are not acceptable to all, would be 
resisted most strongly by cur Federation, and 
in warning members not to sign a form of 
contract other than that approved by the 
Federation, an assurance can be given that 
the interests of building trades employers 
in this are being watched very closely by 
the Federation. It certainly would be a 
great pity if the stable conditions which have 
now been established by much negotiation 
and care were upset by ill-advised action by 
any important organisation.” 


Visit to Holland 


Details have been issued of the Eastern 
Federation’s proposed visit to Holland which 
will take place between April 29 and May 7 
next. The provisional itinerary indicates a 
varied and interesting programme, which 
should result in a memorable trip for those 
fortunate enough to attend. 





A.U.B.T.W. Conference 


The full report of the 25th national dele- 
gate conference of the Amalgamated Union 
of Building Trade Workers which was held 
at Whitley Bay, Northumberland, in July 
last year, has now been published. The con- 
ference was briefly reported in our issue of 
July 25, 1952. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Southern Counties Scheme 


BY a recent decision of the Southern 
Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, the provisions of the 
Southern Counties Scholarship and Welfare 
Fund for Higher Education in Building (in- 
volving an annual payment of £800 by the 
federation into the fund) have been extended 
for a further period of five years from 1954. 
Examinations are held annually to provide 
scholarships for promising boys from public, 
secondary grammar and secondary technical 
schools who wish to study for the higher 
posts of the building industry. The awards 
range from £50 to £200 per annum for two- 
or three-year courses at a technical college 
or university, and six scholarships have been 
awarded to date. The closing date for entry 
to this year’s examination is May 30, and 
details can be obtained from Mr. S. R. 
Gerdes, M.B.E., Sterling Buildings, Carfax. 
Horsham. 

The award of scholarships is part of the 
wider scheme for higher education in- 
augurated by the federation. The scheme 
envisages articling for a period of five years. 
comprising a full-time course in building 
technology at a university or technica! col- 
lege (during which no wages are paid), 
followed by two or three years’ varied and 
comprehensive full-time training with the 
approved employer. It is also intended that 
during the period of the full-time degree or 
diploma course the student-pupil shall spend 
part of his vacations with the employer to 
whom he js articled to gain early practical 
experience. 

Fifty young men studying at various tech- 
nical colleges in the region have been inter- 
viewed by the Board of Administration 
(under the chairmanship of Mr. G. 0. 
Swayne, F.1.0.B.) and accepted as registered 
student-pupils, and to date 28 of them have 
been articled to approved employers. 

The Board of Administration keep in close 
touch with the technical colleges, and a care- 
ful note is kept of the young men’s progress. 


HOUSE-PURCHASE SCHEME 
A Grant in Lieu of Subsidy 


A GRANT in lieu of existing subsidies on 

a £1,500 house, to aid purchasers, was 
suggested by Mr. Harmar Nicholls, Con- 
servative M.P. for Peterborough, in 4 
speech at Swindon on January 10. 

On the basis of a grant of £300 on a 
£1,500 house the cost to the purchaser 
would be £1,200. The deposit on purchase 
should be £100, and the amount borrowed 
from the building society or local authority 
would then be £1,100. Weekly repayments 
to the building society over 25 years would 
be £1 8s. 5d. 

In that way the Exchequer would save 
£1,302 a house on subsidy payments, the 
local authority would save £534 a house, 
plus all maintenance costs, and the citizen 
would have home ownership which 4!! 
political parties had said was desirable. The 
success of such a scheme would arrest the 
growth of a section of the community 
receiving subsidised rents at the expense of 
their neighbours who might not be so well 
placed. 

At present the cost of all housing subsidies 
amounted to about £40m. a year, and with 
the new subsidy figures of £35 12s. a house 
a year for 60 years—£26 14s. from the 
Exchequer and £8 18s. from local rates—this 
total would soon reach proportions we could 
not afford. 
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BUILDING LICENCE 
TERMS EXCEEDED 


Owner and Architect Fined 


GIR STEPHEN HUGH MIDDLETON, 
Bart., 43, of Belsay Castle, Northum- 
berland, was fined £500 with costs limited 
to £250, and his estate agent, Thomas Wil- 
liam Atkinson, 41, of Woodhouse House, 
Belsay, was sent to prison for six months 
at Newcastle Assizes on January 8 when, 
with four others, they pleaded guilty to 
carrying out work of alteration, repair and 
decoration at Townfoot Farm Cottage, 
Belsay, in contravention of the terms of a 
building licence 

The other accused were Colonel David 
Mackay Findlay, 53, of Townfoot Farm 
Cottage, who was fined £500; John William 
Simpson, A.R.LB.A., 40. of Weardale- 
avenue, Forest Hall, Northumberland, fined 
£500; and two builder brothers, John Henry 
Dodds, 43, of Duncan-gardens, Morpeth, 
and George Frankland Dodds, 45, of Hood- 
street, Morpeth, who were both given 
absolute discharges. 

Mr. Norman Harper, prosecuting, said 
that Findlay agreed to pay for work on his 
cottage in exchange for a long lease at a 
nominal rent of £5 a year. A licence for 
£450 worth of work was granted on the 
grounds that the cottage was needed for 
agricultural purposes, though it was for 
Colonel Findlay. The total amount spent 
on the work was £3,341. Mr. Harper called 
formal evidence that Sir Stephen and 
Atkinson were each fined £500 in September, 
1951, for a similar offence at Swanstead 
Farm. 

Mr. J. Harvey Robson, for Sir Stephen, 
recalled that the Court had said on that 
occasion that there had been no deliberate 
wish to flout the law and that they were 
guilty of acts of omission rather than 
commission. Mr. Robson said that nothing 
which had happened since should alter that 
opinion. 

Judge Richardson: I think we can treat 
this case, so far as Sir Stephen is concerned, 
very much as we did the last one. 

Mr. Robson said that on the last occasion 
Sir Stephen could have asked for the 
Townfoot case to be taken into considera- 
tion, but did not do so because there were 
people involved in that case who were not 
involved in the Swanstead case. Sir 
Stephen knew that a licence had been 
granted for work at Townfoot, but did not 
know the amount or what work was being 
done, 

Mr. G. S. Waller, for Findlay and Simp- 
son, said that Findlay merely wished to 
improve his home. Simpson had done 
supervisory work at the cottage in spare 
time, but did not know the terms of the 
ncence. 

Mr. J. A. T. Hanlon, for the Dodds, said 
that they had carried out orders from 
Atkinson, Simpson and Findlay, and had not 
concerned themselves about the licence. He 
suggested that they had no responsibility for 
breaking the law and that there were special 
reasons why even the minimum fine of £500 
should not be imposed. Judge Richardson 
suid that the court took the view that the 
builders were in a special position and Mr. 
Harper said that this was also the prosecu- 
tion’s view. : 

Mr. Clifford Cohen, for Atkinson, said 
that Atkinson accepted responsibility and 
had made many mistakes due entirely to 
inexperience, 

Judge Richardson told Atkinson: “ We 
take a very serious view of yeur case because 
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it is perfectly obvious that you involved all 
these other people by deliberately mislead- 
ing them.” 

Of the Dodds brothers, the judge said: 
“We are quite satisfied that they had no 
opportunity or chance of having any know- 
= of what was happening behind their 
acks.” 


CEMENT PRODUCTION 
Record Set Up in 1952 


For THE fifth successive year total 

deliveries of cement in the home and export 
markets have set up new records. 
_ The 1952 figures for home trade show an 
increase of over one million tons (12.3 per 
cent.). The totals for the last three years 
are as follows: 1950, 7,808,000 tons; 1951, 
8,145,000 tons; 1952, 9,147,000 tons. Nine- 
teen-fifty-two was the first year of freedom 
from price control in the home market. 

Giving these figures, the Cement Makers’ 
Federation state that during the year the 
industry not only absorbed the increases in 
costs of production but lowered its prices. 
In June a general reduction was made of 3s. 
a ton in most areas and 2s. a ton in the 
others. Two further reductions of 2s. 9d. 
and 3s..a ton for packed cement came into 
operation later in the year owing to falls in 
the price of paper. 

Exports also made a new record at 
2,055,000 tons, an increase of four per cent. 
over 1951. 

In conformity with the policy of the 
industry, the Federation adds, new capacity 
of, some half a million tons will be available 
in’ 1953 and a still larger production in 
1954, 
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would accept an amount not exceeding 
per cent. of its face value as security for 
payment of any development charge 
from the developer 

In the light of the Town and Country 
Planning Bill, 1952, the Board have now been 
authorised to accept 100 per cent. of the 
value of a claim as security for payment of 
charge* where the claim is in respect of the 
land developed. Where the claim is in 
respect of other land they will continue to 
allow up to 80 per cent. as security, provided 
the claim was originally made by the 


PFs 


developer or passed to him by operation of . 


law or by virtue of an assignment made (or 
an assignation granted) before November 18, 
rg y notified to the Board by December 

The Board cannot make any repayments 
to developers who have paid a balance of 
development charge after giving 80 per cent. 
of their claim as security. 


WAR DAMAGE PAYMENTS 
Commission’s Work in 1952 


THe War Damage Commission paid out 
£57m. during 1952, compared with £72m. in 
1951 and £92m. in 1950. The average weekly 


rate of payments in the last quarter of 1952. 


was £914,000. 

The Commission paid 117,000 “cost of 
works” claims for repairs during the year, 
and made 30,000 payments on account. The 
amount involved was £48m. of which £47m. 
was paid to private owners and the remainder 
to local and other public authorities. About 
£26m. was for the repair and rebuilding of 
houses. Other principal items were: com- 
mercial buildings, £64m.; factories, £64m.; 
churches, £3m.; shops, £24m. 

The average individual payment during 
1952 was £410, compared with £342 in 1951 
and £262 in 1950. Value payments amounted 
to nearly £9m., of which £2m. related to 
houses. Greater London's share of the total 
was £38m. 

Total war damage payments by the Com- 
mission now amount to £1,077m. in 4,520,000 
separate payments. Contributions by property 
owners during and after the war amounted 
to nearly £200m. 


Specialist Team Goes to U.S. 


The first Specialist Team to visit the U.S. 
under the auspices of the British Productivity 
Council, formerly the Anglo-American 
Council on Productivity, sailed in the 
“Queen Mary” on January 15. Its terms 
of reference cover study of how the process 
of constant is influenced by 
budgeting and costing, by administrative 
organisation and policy towards personnel: 
what steps are taken to improve the factory 
floor routine; what is the extent of the im- 
pact on design of manufacturing demands; 
and what facilities are given for training 
in industrial engineering. 





*This refers to development charge which is 
yable Seeanee the development started before 
November 8, 1962, or was included in a determina- 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
L.C.C. Development Inquiry 


Objections relating to Kensington and 
Chelsea will begin to be heard at 10.15 a.m. 
on January 26 at the inquiry into objections 
to the development plan for the County of 
London. 


New Appointment 

Mr. W. Strachan, M.A., LI.B., has been 
appointed secretary of the National Federa- 
tion of Terrazzo-Mosaic Specialists in 
succession to Mr. James Denver, M.B.E., 
who retired at the end of last year. 


Sir A. Heal to Resign 

A pioneer of good furniture design, Sir 
Ambrose Heal, R.D.I, F.S.A., has an- 
nounced his intention of resigning from the 
chairmanship of Heal and Son, Ltd., at the 
end of this month. He is 80. His elder son, 
Mr. Anthony S. Heal, will become the firm’s 
new chairman, and Sir Ambrose Heal will be 
known as “head of the business,” and will 
continue his directorship. 


Student’s Success 

A student of the department of building, 
Leeds College of Technology, was successful 
in the recent examinations of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute in obtaining the 
highest marks in the country in builders 
quantities final certificate and has received 
the silver medal and prize. The student is 
Mr. J. R. Newton of Harrogate, who is a 
junior surveyor with Higgs and Hill, Ltd., 
Leeds. 


Forces’ Housing Standards 

The adoption of new and lower stan- 
dards for houses built for the armed forces 
is reported in a Treasury minute in reply to 
a report of the Public Accounts Committee 
published last summer. In its report, sum- 
marised in The Builder of August 15 last, 
the committee had criticised the high cost 
of housing for the armed forces compared 
with local authority housing for the civilian 
population. The Treasury agrees that 
members of the armed forces should accept 
limitations in housing standards broadly 
comparable with those imposed on civilians, 
after taking account of the differing and 
sometimes exceptional nature of the service 
man’s needs. New and lower standards 
have now been agreed inter-departmentally, 
and the Treasury states that the question 
must be kept under review in the light of 
changing economic conditions. 
Low-Cost Housing 

An informative brochure has been issued 
by A. E. Hadley, Ltd., of Portsmouth, de- 
picting the development of the “ Unicorn” 
house. The construction of this house was 
evolved from a basic principle of tenoning 
one half of the framework into the other by 
using single vertical members and “ split” or 
double horizontal members. With the co- 
operation of the Ministry of Housing and 
the Building Research Station, the company 
modified its structural proposals to achieve 
recognised performance standards. Proceed- 
ing to prototype stage, they searched for a 
suitable plan, finally selecting one from those 
prepared for The Builder competition for 
house designs. A block of four houses was 
eventually erected at Droxford which were 
inspected during construction by technicians 
of the Building Research Station They, on 
completion, reported to the. Ministry of 
Housing that the form of construction could 
be regarded as fully permanent and suitable 
for local authority housing. 
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E.J.M.A. to Exhibit at Olympia 


At a recent meeting of the Council of The 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association 
it was decided that the association would 
again exhibit at the Building Exhibition, 
Olympia. This is taking place in November 
next. 


Employment Figures 


There was little change in employment in 
the building and contracting industries dur- 
ing November last, according to the latest 
figures issued by the Ministry of Labour. 
The number employed at the end of the 
month was 1,436,000. 


General Foreman’s Award 


In the New Year Honours List the 
B.E.M. was awarded to Mr. Arthur Row- 
land, a general foreman of Messrs. W. J. 
Simms, Sons and Cooke, Ltd., of Notting- 
ham. Mr. Rowland has been president of 
the Notts Builders’ Foremen’s Association 
since its inception four years ago. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The head office of Ascor WATER HEATERS, Ltp., has 
removed to 255, North Circular-road, N.W.10. Tel. No.: 
Willesden 5121. 


The British Refrigeration Assoc. has announced that 
at a meeting of its council held on January 8, Mr. R. H. 
HEMMINGS was unanimously appointed chairman for the 
year 1953. Mr. Hemmings is a director of York Shipley, 
Ltd., and he succeeds Mr. A. E. Leacn, chairman and 
managing director of Marco Refrigerators, Ltd. 


The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., 
announce the appointment of the following executive 
directors: Mr. J. Goupm, Scottish and Northern Irish 
area; Mr. F. N. Srocker, North-Eastern area; Mr. 
W. H. RusseLt, Northern area (Building); Mr. W. J. 
Bonp, Midland area; Mr. R. W. Hottoway, London 
and Eastern Counties area; and Mr. A. G. EArLe, 
Southern area; Mr. A. W. ATTWOOLL has been appointed 
assistant technical director. 


Glow-Worm Boilers, Ltd., of Derwent Foundry, 
Milford, near Derby, have engaged the services of 
Mr. T. E. Green, 40, Longley-lane, Northenden, Man- 
chester (Tel. : Wythenshawe 2679), as their representa- 
tive for the counties of Lancashire, Westmorland and 
Cumberland. 


Mr. F. W. BURMANN has been appointed chairman 
of General and Industrial Paints, Ltd., of Wadsworth- 
road, Perivale, Greenford, Middlesex. GeNeraL Sir 
Husert GouGH and Mr. NorMAN BARTLEET have retired 
from the company’s board. Mr. E. W. M. Fawcett, 
M.A., B.Sc., until recently deputy director and manager 
of research at the Paint Research Association’s Teddington 
Laboratories, has joined the board of the company and 
has been appointed technical director. 
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BUILDING MATERIALS 
ECONOMY 


Use of Terrazzo Defended 


PTHE following letter, dated November 1] 
last, has been sent to Sir Charles Mole, 
Director-General of Works, Ministry of 
Works, by the National Federation of 
Terrazzo-Mosaic Specialists:— 


Dear Sir,—The attention. of my Council 
has been drawn to the Ministry of Works’ 
publication entitled “Economy in Building 
Materials,” wherein it is stated:— 

Item 30—‘ in lavatories, Terrazzo or tile 
dados can be omitted and cold glaze or 
glass painted rendered surfaces substituted. 
Again on non-public staircases, similar 
initial savings can be made.” 

The comment thereafter indicates that 
“such savings will involve increased main- 
tenance costs in periodic repainting.” 

The information supplied by my members 
suggests that in the case of Terrazzo wall 
lining, there will be little or no_ initial 
saving in actual materials, as the only 
material mentioned ih your list, Item No. 5, 
which is in short supply and applicable to 
the situation, is Cement, and the amount 
used in 4-in. thickness of Terrazzo is only 
equivalent to the excessive quantity of 
cement required to produce the denser 
rendering essential for cold glaze, and so it 
would appear that there is no initial saving, 
but a definite increase in maintenance costs. 

The last paragraph of Item 32 recom- 
mends quarry or pressed concrete tiles or 
granolithic to replace Terrazzo paving in 
lavatories. Again, my information is that 
in the case of quarry tiles there is no saving 
in initial cost, and the cement required for 
bedding quarry tiling is only equivalent to 
that used in 4 in. of in situ Terrazzo. In the 
case of granolithic, being almost identical 
in structure, the same amount of cement is 
used for both types of paving and an even 
greater amount of cement is used for pressed 
concrete tiles, which contain cement in 
their manufacture and also in their bedding. 
I, therefore, submit there is no saving in 
adopting these three materials, but at the 
same time there is a loss in maintenance 
and a forfeiture of the cleanliness and 
hygiene identified with the use of Terrazzo. 

Again, there is no economy in materials 
by the adoption of granolithic in non-public 
stairs, for, as stated above, the same amount 
of cement is required, and my Council are 
both surprised and disappointed that your 
recommendations have been made and are 
being circulated and publicised in the trade 
journals to the detriment of a useful and 
hygienic material, without achieving any 0! 
the intended advantages. 

My members are most anxious about this 
matter, and I should be glad of your response 
to enable me to circularise my Council. 

Yours faithfully, 
JAMES DENVER, 
Secretary. 





Lynmouth Scheme Approved 


Lynton Urban Council, at a special meet- 
ing on January 13 held to discuss the three 
schemes for the reconstruction of Lynmouth. 
decided to accept the “ intermediate ” plan. 
on the understanding that it will be the sub- 
ject of a future public inquiry. The Devon 
planning authority had already decided to 
accept this plan which, it is estimated, wil! 
cost £330,000, and is based on the report 
(The Builder, December 19) of the auth- 
ority’s consulting engineer, Mr. C. H. 
Dobbie. 
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CORONATION STREET- 
LIGHTING. These four 
street-lighting lanterns have been 
designed for the Coronation by 
the General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Two of them are made entirely 
of Chrysaline, except for the 
cast-iron spigot caps. In one, 
a white inverted cone widens to a 
blue cushion surmounted by a 
fully coloured crown. The 
second is an octagonal lantern, 
the panels of which can be flock- 
sprayed with a variety of colours, 
the conical wooden finial being 
gilt. A third post-top lantern 
has a crown fully modelled in 
laminated paper, with plywood 
ribs. The stepped, circular sides 
of the body of this lantern are 
fitted with glossy, semi-trans- 
parent sheeting in red, white and 
blue. A second laminated paper 
lantern is arranged for 4-point 
suspension. The “ crown and 
cushion”? top section is fully 
modelled, with laurel. panels 
moulded in relief below. Semi- 
opaque material forms the back 
and front panels, which are silk- 
screen printed with a _ lion 
rampant and the royal cypher. 





TRADE NEWS 


Concrete Process Demonstration 

On December 2, 3 and 4, Cheecol 
Processes, Ltd., of Reading, carried out 
practical demonstrations of their new mixers 
and pumps at their works before representa- 
tives of Government and public authorities 
from home and abroad, as well as architects 
and representatives of the building trade 
generally. Their patented grouting process 
for making concrete for aerodromes, roads, 
factory floors, and oversite slabs for houses, 
is claimed to enable concreting to be carried 
out with ease, even with unskilled labour, 
as well as providing an appreciable saving 
in cement, labour and cost as compared with 
the normal method, without the necessity 
of worrying about grading of aggregate. The 
process is understood to ensure a waterproof 
concrete, and public authorities have used the 
process for roads and other large-scale works, 
such as the 50,000 sq. yd. base for the 
Brabazon Hangar at Filton, and the founda- 
tions for the Royal Festival Hall. 


Aluminium Hangar 

What is claimed to be the largest aircraft 
hanger of its type in the world con- 
structed in aluminium, has been erected 
at Hatfield for the De Havilland Aircraft 
Company. The hangar, which will house 
Comet jet airliners, has a clear span of 
200 ft. (217 ft. overall) and a length of 
330 ft. The structural weight is only about 
one-seventh of that of an equivalent steel 
building. The main structure was erected 
by 18 men in 13 weeks, using only two five- 
ton hand-operated cranes, practically with- 
out scaffolding. The roof is of “ North 
Light” construction with aluminium roof 
decking covered with bitumen felt. The east 
side is clad with corrugated aluminium 
Sheeting lined with insulating board and 
aluminium foil insulation. The west side 
abuts an annexe building (not yet com- 
pleted) which will incorporate a control 
tower at the south-west corner. The north 
and south ends are fitted with doors giving 


a clear opening 200 ft. wide by 45 ft. high. 
Architects for the hangar were Messrs. 
James M. Monrow and Son, and the main 
structural contractors were Structural and 
Mechanical Development Engineers, Ltd. 


Bankside House, Southwark 


South London Decorators, Ltd, 9, 
Streatham High-road, London, S.W.16, 
carried out the painting work in connection 
with Bankside House, Southwark, which was 
illustrated in our issue of January 2. 

Series of Lectures 

A further series has been arranged of the 
lectures on woodworm and dry rot, given 
by Dr. N. E. Hicken, F.R.E.S., at the Ren- 
tokil Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre, 23, 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. These will again be 
given at the Centre every Monday evening 
at 6 p.m., commencing January 26 and con- 
tinuing until March 30. Admittance is free, 
and tickets may be obtained on application 
to the company. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING. 
{From Our Own Correspondents ] 


Australia—A Middle East syndicate 
interested in Australian production of Kash- 
kawal cheese is planning to develop a large 
processing plant in Australia somewhere in 
the State of New South Wales. The exact 
site has not yet been chosen, but the Regis- 
trar of the Royal Agricultura] Society of 
New South Wales, Mr. H. N. Sarina, may 
be able to offer further information on this 
project.... The Jaques enterprise of 
Melbourne, which is making excavators, is 
to expand its plant, and a further 20-acre 
factory site has been acquired at Clayton, 
Victoria, especially for this purpose. .. . 
The Mt. Morgan Mine Company, which 
produces gold and copper in Queensland, is 
to spend £2m. on three large projects. Of 
this, the larger part will be spent on plant 
reconstruction and additional building. . . . 
The Kennecott Copper Corporation of New 
York has been invited by the New South 
Wales Minister for Mines, Mr. J. Arthur, 
to invest in copper mining in the State. This 
proposition is now being considered by the 
American company, whose president, Mr. 
Charles Cox, was interviewed recently by 
the Minister. This will ‘in all probability 
lead to large-scale building enterprises for 
the copper-mining industry in this part of 
Australia. 


*British West Indies—Jamaica.—Messts. 
Real Service Corporation, 21a, West Parade, 
Kingston, wish to represent, in Jamaica, U.K. 
manufacturers of water closets, basins, cast- 
iron enamel baths, sanitary fittings, enamel 
pantry sinks. Telephone inquiries should be 
made to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2917. 


*Canada.—Four new buildings are to be 
erected on a 110-acre site as an extension 
to the Memorial University of Newfound- 
land. The buildings concerned are to house 
the Faculties of Science and Arts, the library 
and a gymnasium. The architect to the 
University is Mr. William J. Ryan, 
M.R.A.LC., T.A. Building, Duckworth-st., 
St. John’s, Newfoundland. The four 
buildings are expected to be ready for occu- 
pation by Easter, 1955. Something like a 
total cost of $4,000,000 is envisaged. 
Interested U.K. firms should communicate 
direct with the architect. Telephone inquiries 
to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2917. 


Holland.—In the municipality of Leiden 
(Province of South Holland) a branch of 
an American factory producing petrol 
pumps, etc., the Tokheim Oil Tank and 
Pump Company, of Fort Wayne in Indiana, 
will be established as an assembly works. 
... A soda factory will be established 
near Delfzijl, in the Province of Groningen. 
The production capacity will be about 500 
tons of soda per day. American technicians 
will co-operate in designing, constructing 
and starting up the factory. The cost of 
the whole project, including changes in the 
harbour of Delfzijl and the laying of a pipe- 
line, will be 50m. guilders. . . . The Nether- 
lands Minister of Transport and Public 
Works has asked for an extra amount of 
4m. guilders for speeding up the construc- 
tion, near the town of Velsen, of a tunnel 
under the North Sea Canal, which connects 
Amsterdam with the North Sea. In the 
original budget a sum of 8m. guilders had 
already been set aside for this work. 


*India.—The Directorate-General of Sup- 
plies and Disposals, Government of India, 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. 
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has called for tenders for the supply of four 
20/5 ton by 80 ft. and eight 5 ton by 50 ft. 
overhead electric travelling cranes and two 
open gantry cranes, 5 ton by 80 ft. Tenders 
should be submitted by February 10. Tele- 
phone inquiries should be made to the Board 
of Trade Commercial Relations and Export 
Dept., tel.: Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2507. 


Irak.—Further to the news item in our issue 
of December 26 about the Irak Develop- 
ment Board awards of consulting work to 
British firms of consulting engineers, the 
names of these firms are now available. 
The Baquaba and Nasiriya bridges, which 
are to span the Diyala and Euphrates Rivers, 
have been awarded to Messrs. Rendel 
Palmer and Tritton, of 125, Victoria-st., 
London, S.W.1. The Hindiya and Samawa 
bridges have been awarded to Messrs. 
Maunsell Posford and Pavry, of Abbey 
House, Victoria-st.. London, S.W.1, and 
the Amara bridge, which is to be constructed 
over the Tigris, has been awarded to the 
firm of Sir Bruce White, Wolfe Barry and 
Partners, of 1, Lygon-pl., London, S.W.1. 
Engineers are now in Irak studying the 
various construction problems involved, as 
well as financial costs. A report will then 
be prepared, after which the Irak Develop- 
ment Board will seek tenders for the actual 
building work. . . . Specifications for a new 
project to be built across the Tigris at 
Bagdad will be completed shortly. Calls for 
tenders for the construction will be published 
simultaneously in Bagdad, Brussels, London, 
Paris and Washington. The Development 
Board is now prepared to allocate funds for 
the erection of a factory in Northern Irak 
to produce 10,000 tons of sugar per annum 
from sugar beet. 


Israel—Four new enterprises have been 
approved by the Investment Centre in Israel. 
These are an ink factory, a sugar production 
plant, a weaving plant, and a sponge-fishing 
establishment. According to the Minister of 
Finance, 30,000 new farm units are to be 
settled in the Southern and Negev regions 
during the next five years. .. . Water projects 
are to be constructed along the Gad and 
Shuva! water lines. . . . A 230-kilometre rail- 
way following the old Turkish line, is being 
constructed between Na’an and Beersheba. 
. -. A plan to extend the water supply to 
Jerusalem has also been approved and this 
will involve water works construction. 


_ Mexico.—-A_ considerable number of 
irrigation and public work schemes are being 
considered by the Mexican Government. 
Among these are the Yaqui Dam in Sinaloa, 
the Anzaldcuas Canal on the River Bravo 
border with Texas, and a series of dams for 
the Papaloapan Valley System in the State 
of Vera Cruz. ... Railways and paved roads 
are also to be extended... . A new airline 
known as “ Aeronaves de Mexico y Centro 
America” has been formed and 60m. pesos 
is being supplied by the Government. This 
will entail a number of building schemes so 
far not announced. . . . The construction of 
the unfinished stretches of the Pan-American 
Highway is to be continued. 


Norway.—The £38,000 profits earned by 
the Oslo municipal cinemas in the 1951-52 
financial year will be set aside in their 
entirety for building a gallery to house the 
works of the Norwegian painter Edvard 
Munch. Last year the Oslo municipal 
cinemas set aside £35,000 for this purpose, 
and the total funds available for building 
the gallery are now £150,000. Munch, 
counted among the greatest expressionist 
painters, died in 1944, having bequeathed 
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over 20,000 of his works to the City of Oslo. 
_. . Oslo is also to have a new Youth Hostel 
which will cost £42,500. It will have 238 
beds. 


Rhodesia.—The Southern Rhodesian Food 
Production Committee is considering the 
development of the phosphate deposits at 
Dorowa, in the Sabi valley. This will mean 
that eventually plant will be laid down to 
work the deposits which are said to be large 
enough to supply the Colony’s requirements. 
As these deposits lie far from a railhead, it 
will necessitate as well, the laying of a rail- 
way line 40 to 50 miles in length....A 
new company is also to be formed to develop 
copper deposits in Konkola and Kirila 
Bomwe areas, 20 miles north-west of Chin- 
gola in Northern Rhodesia. Shaft sinkings 
and buildings for the new mine are to be 
designed in the near future. Smelting is to 
be done at Nkana in a new plant, and the 
railway line is to be built from the new 
mine to the existing railhead at Nchanga, 
20 miles away. . . . The Ndola Municipal 
Council has appointed a firm of consulting 
engineers in Johannesburg to design and pre- 
pare preliminary working drawings for the 
town’s proposed £1m. power station. 


South Africa.—A new railway station cost- 
ing £410,000 is to be built at Vereeniging. 
The entire railway layout is also being re- 
planned and will cost about £im. The scheme 
includes such projects as a new bridge over 
the Vaal River, the provision of a new 
marshalling yard and locomotive depot, the 
deviation of the main line along the north 
bank of the river to link up with the new 
bridge and other necessary improvements. 


*U.S.A.—The Southern Hardware and 
Lumber Company, 407, N. Broad-street, 
New Orleans, La., are interested in receiving 
quotations from U.K. manufacturers for 
polished brass lighting fixtures for ceiling 
and wall application for use in moderately 
priced dwellings including necessary glass- 
ware, chimneys and/or crystal or imitation 
pendants. Telephone inquiries to Trafalgar 
8855, Ext. 2520. 
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CODE OF PRACTICE 
Block and Slab Wallis 


HE Council for Codes and Practice for 

Buildings has now issued in final form 
code 122, “ Walls and Partitions of Blocks 
and of Slabs” (price 9s.).* It was drawn up 
by committees convened on behalf of the 
Council by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the Incorporated Association 
of Architects and Surveyors, and the present 
code is a revision of the draft previously 
issued for comment. 

The arangement of the code differs from 
that of the draft for comment in that, 
whereas the latter consisted of one main 
part and a series of sub-codes dealing with 
specific materials, the final version now 
issued is in the form of a single compact 
document. 

The code stresses the need for the 
exchange of information between contract- 
ing parties and for a time schedule. It deals 
with blocks and slabs, mortars, permanent 
supports, reinforcement, scrim, damp-proof 
courses, flashings, airbricks and gratings. 
The relevant British Standards are quoted. 

The general considerations affecting choice 
of materials and _ their fundamental 
characteristics are given in some detail, 
covering such factors as sound-absorption 
co-efficients, fire resistance gradings and 
thermal transmittance values. Information 
is provided on the mixing proportions for 
mortar, limitations to inter-mixing, treatment 
of damp-proof courses, finishing of joints, 
formation of vent ducts and so on. 

The question of work on and off site is 
also dealt with, and some general points on 
inspection and testing are given. 

The appendices set out specifications for 
hydraulic quicklimes and hydrated hydraulic 
quick-hardening limes, and there are a 
number of illustrations showing methods of 
edge isolation, reinforcement over openings, 
treatment of permanent supports and various 
constructions of hollow glass blocks, wood- 
wool building slabs, anhydrite blocks and 
plasterboard-and-plaster. 


BRITISH STANDARD 
Quality of Timber 


Tue British Standards Institution has 
issued B.S. 1186: Part I: 1952, “ Quality of 
Timber and Workmanship in Joinery” 
(price 4s.).* 

This British Standard was first published 
in 1944 under the title of “ Grading of soft- 
wood joinery.” An amendment was pub- 
lished in 1949 to permit, as an alternative to 
softwood, the use of certain low-density 
hardwoods which were considered to be 
suitable for joinery. 

Revision of the standard was undertaken 
with a view to specifying in greater detai! 
the quality of timber and the permissible 
limits for defects. Part I of the revised 
standard, which has now been published. 
deals with the requirements for the quality 
of timber to be used in joinery. An appen- 
dix is included to indicate which of the more 
commonly available species of timber in- 
cluding softwoods, light hardwoods, and 
medium hardwoods, would be suitable fo: 
various joinery purposes. More than 4) 
species of timber are listed with notes on 
their general characteristics and an indica- 
tion of their suitability or unsuitability fo: 
14 different types of joinery, including six 
types of joinery for external use and eigh' 
types of joinery for internal use. 





* Copies of the code and the standard are obtain 
able from the British Standards Institution, 2 
Victoria-street, 8.W.1. 
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Apprentices in Scotland 

SINCE November, 1945, with the full co- 

operation of the industry, the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council has 
been responsible for the registration and 
certification of apprentices with written 
agreements. Mutual arrangements have 
been made under which the building 
industry, ‘on and from January 1! last, has 
assumed independent responsibility for 
registration and certification of new entrants. 


The manner in which registration is to be 
carried out by the industry in Scotland is 
under consideration. Meantime, applica- 
tions for apprenticeship agreements should 
be made as hitherto, to the local apprentice- 
ship committees, who in turn will forward 
them to The Secretary, The Scottish National 
Building Trades Federation (Employers), 13, 
Woodside-cres., Glasgow, C.3, where it is 
proposed that the National Register for 
Scotland shall be kept. 


Each application should be accompanied 
by a remittance for 10s., payable by or on 
behalf of the apprentice for registration; in 
lieu of the 10s. previously paid to the Build- 
ing Apprenticeship and Training Council for 
a Certificate of Completion. 

Housing in Scotland 

ACCORDING to the latest housing return, 
there were 2,591 mew permanent houses 
completed in Scotland in November, bring- 
ing the total of completions for the first 11 
months of 1952 up to 27,239. This is 766 
more permanent houses than have been 
completed in any year in Scotland since 
complete records began to be kept. The 
previous best building year was in 1938, 
when 26,473 new houses were completed. 


The number of new houses built in Scot- 
land under the post-war programme now 
stands at 173,240 (141,064 permanent and 
32,176 temporary). Including accommoda- 
tion made available by the conversion and 
adaptation of existing premises, requisition- 
ing and in service camps altogether 184,220 
new homes have been provided. 


Use of Bricks in Scotland 

WayYS AND MEANS whereby bricks can be 
used to the best advantage are given in a 
Ministry of Works Memorandum on 
economy in the use of bricks in Scotland, 
published on January 12 by H.M. Stationery 
Office (price 2d.). It will be of particular 
interest to local authorities and to archi- 
tects and contractors engaged on housing 
WOrK. 

The memorandum also provides informa- 
tion about other forms of construction 
which can be employed if local shortages of 
oricks seem likely to occur. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Lanarkshire C.C. to Pag a new public 
school for which plans are be prepared by 


Wiham Watt (PF). architect, Comteainn Albert- 
Motherwell- 
poem once erect a new junior 


‘sccondary school a a The architect is 
a Pp b my PRL ‘x County-chbrs., College-st., 
i cbarto: 
Dumfries. Corporation to erect 32 houses “ 
Joikes Loaning, for which the architect is R. 
bourne (eo "Master of Works Offices, Manivipal: 
ridvs.. Dumfries. 
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Fifeshire —Pians to be prepared for new block of 
buildings for The South-Eastern Hospital 
which is to be erected at The Dunfermline and West 
Fife Hospital from plans by their own staff archi- 
tects at 11, Dromsheugh-gdns., Westend, Edin- 


peer a to prepared for F. Mac- 

St Winesatot for alterations to their 

cheng roperty. e architects ae Will 

y 3 Sram & irkwood (F. & A.), Cariton House, 
as-st., Glasgow. 

Gla Seseneas--Plane to be prepared for extensions 

for Beatties Bakeries, Td, at Wesleyan-st., 


SUivam site, 
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Keppie & Henderson & J. H. 


Gallowgaie. John 
Board, Cleaves (F. eninge gener — 


Glasgow —Co 
school at ‘Gareiteh Soha ihe MacNab (F.), ). atchitect, 


129, Bath<st., @ 

pp Pasig te in hand for MacAndrew, Worm- 
wold and Co., Lid., for office extensions at Kil- 
birnie-st. The civil engineer is Archibald R. Stuart, 
M.Inst.B.E., 231, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Pians in hand for additions te the 
General Hospital at Bellshill at an est. cost of 
£65,000, for which the architect is Forbes Murison 
(A.), &, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full are of Public Appointments open will 
be found the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous Sa 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not inc.uded 
ip this list see ious issnes. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are he for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes ciosing 
date for apptications ; ey ene and Ghee a 
oy BB the person from whom particulars may 
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BUILDING 


JANUARY 19. 

*tEast Suffo&k C.C.—Two flats for midwives, 
Mendiesham. E. J. Symcox (F.), County Architect, 
Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by February 6. 

JANUARY 21. 

*tWeymouth and Meicombe Regis 8.C.—Garage 
and vehicle servicing shop. B.E. & 8., 6, Pulteney- 
bldgs. Tenders by February 4. 

JANUARY 22. : 
*Iipswich 8.C.—Three shops and dwellings, 
Chantry estate. A 8., 19, Tower-st. 
£3 3s. Tenders by February 26. 
JANUARY 24. 

*t€ssex C.C.—Additions to Wellington-ave. county 

secondary school, Chingford. County A., Chelms- 


ford. 
JANUARY 26. 
*tSwinden 8.C.—<8 houses, Penhill housing 
estate. Boro’ A. 
+Thedwastre R.D©.—16 houses at BElmswell. 
Hunt and Coates, 84, Guikthallst., Bury St. 
Edmunds. Dep. £3 3s. . 
JANUARY 27. 
*+Durham County Police ear —House and 
office at Lobley-rd., Wearhead. . Clayton (F.), 
Court-la., Durham. 











A NEW PUBLICATION 


CHURCH ROOF 
COVERINGS 


A survey of alternative 
materials and their method 
of use, prepared by a com- 
mittee set up by the Central 
Council for the Care of 
Churches in conjunction 


with the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient 


Buildings. 
PRICE 2/3; by Post 2/6 


e 
Published by The Builder Ltd., 
and obtainable from the 
BOOK DEPT., THE BUILDER HOUSE, 
CATHERINE STREET, W.C.2 
Telephone: TEMPLE BAR 6251 (Ext. 5) 




















Mia ay.» County Potice Four houses at 
site B, ¢ noteford-ls.. Horden. @. Clayten (P.), 
Court-la., Durham. 

“+ County Police —Four police 
houses at Elizabeth ville, Batley. . Clayton (F.). 
Court-la., Durham. 

JANUARY 2. 

*tisle of Ely ya houses, Whittlesey 

and Wisbech. nen Ea , March. Dep. 2£2 2s. 


Tenders by February 28 

*Maiden and Coombe 8.0.—Six houses, housing 
sites nos. 57 and @. B.E. 
. B.C.—18 houses and 


ang H 
20 flats at Tomlinson-rd. 6 houses and 12 flats at 


Smithy-la. B.S. Dep. £1. 
JANUARY 20. 
*Ledbury U.D.C.—39 houses, Barnett’s Meadow 


site. 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tPeterhorough T.C.—Six shops and 5 flats, ~. 
Hill-close, Eastfield estate. F. J. Smith, City E 
& S&S. Dep. £2 2s. Teapee by February 16. 


ig om R.D.C.—Eight houses at Hethe. E 
& 8.. Waverley House, Bicester Dep. £2. 

Loo pege > gale U.D.C.—Erection of 3 houses at 
Blacker Hil Taylor, Knight & co architects, 
Brooksmoor House, Grove-rd., Moorgate, Rother- 
ham. Dep. £2 23 

“JANUARY a 

*+Cardiganshire ©.C.—Proposed Dinas secondary 

modern school, Cefukan, near Aberystwyth. County 


A., Aberayon. 
*+F U.D.C.—2 houses Empres« 
estate. E. & S. Dep. £3 38. ‘Tenders by 


sh ~=? A 8.C.—P school, Ormesby 
—Primary : 
* Director of Education, Woodlands-rd. Dep. 
mepetsers 4 —Convenience, Bradfield-rd., Seven- 
ways. B.E. £2 2s. 
06 R.D.C.—Erection of 16 houses and seven 
jer pr eve sites. J. H. Warren, architect, 
Council ow 1, Northgate-st., Bury St. Edmunds. 


Dep. £2 2s 
FEBRUARY 2. 
Abercarn U. ry houses at Pant, Newbridge 
E. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
*Barnstaple B.C.—Four ae at Forches estate. 
BS., The Castile. Dep. £2 2s 
* Blackpool '8.6-—Conversion of Wernington Ha!! 
into a specia}) school. “ge -y & Son (F.), 18, 
Dalton-sq., Lancaster. Bae 
*+ Portsmouth City C.—12 Soa and 6 flats 
City A. Dep. £3 &. 
Gridgwater R.D.6.-Gix homes st Middleso 
.D.C.—Six uses a y. 
Nicholls & Barton, architects, 41, St. Mary-st. Dep. 
£2 


eo R. ae i ey houses at Burtle. ory 
& Ba architects, St. Mary-st. 

Castletown (1.0.M.) ¢ SC. —Eight houses on ‘Schoo! 
Hill site. Wz. Pen architect, 29, Athol-st., 


Douglas. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 4. 
Hungerford R8.0.0.—Four old <t dwellings 
at Buipit-la. estate. 8., Council O Dep. £2 2s. 
Louth R.D.C.—Four houses = ‘Decaianionen- 
Bain. W. Saunders & Partne architects, 24, 
Castle Gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 &. 


FEBRUARY 65. 

*Woking U.O0.C.—101 houses, Maybury estate 

H. P. Tame, E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 6. 

*Rickmansworth U.D.C.—Six bungalows, Spring- 
well-av. Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 7. 

*Merioneth Ed. Com.—Four-class primary school 
at Corris. County A., County Offices, Doigeliey. 

£3 


Dep. 

4 ne aagge Ay ons 

Bredbury and — at 
Goyt Vall 2 uae Mill-la. estates. S. Dep. £2 23 

*Bucks C.—Approved list of contractors for 
general building, heating, ventilation and domestic 
engineering installations and electrical installa- 
tions. County Architect, Aylesbary. 

Farenam U.DL.—41 dwellings at Barnee-ja.. 
Sarisbury. E. & S., Westbury Manor. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Taunton 8.C.—Dismantling and erection of new 
sy eae Livestock Market. E. R. Tyaack. BE. 
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FEBRUARY 12 
“Berks C.C.—Secondary modern school No. 1 ai 
Brack nei!. a - Wilten House. Parkside-rd., 
Reading. Dep. £2 
FEBRUARY wv. Hii 
“Bexley 8.C.—30 dwellings at Lodge esiate 
BE. & S., West Lodge, Broadway. Dep. £5 is 
FEBRUARY 1%. 2 
“Middieton 8.C.140 houses and 24 flats. Hollin 
estate. J. Pollard. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2 
FEBRUARY 17 
“Deal 8.C.—118 houses on Balfour-rd. housing 
estate. B.E.. Municipal Offices. Queen-st Dep 


£2 &. 
FEBRUARY 23. 
*Munts ©.C.—New secondary modern schoo! St 
Ives. 8S. J. Hands, County Architect, Hamtingdox. 


Dep. £2 2. 
FEBRUARY 2%. 

“Littlehampton U.D.C.—42 houses. Wickbourne 

estate extension. E. & & 2 £2 2 
NO DATE. 

“Croydon B.C.—Conveniences off Milne Park East 
New Addington = E. Dep 

“East Ashford R.D.C.—i2 houses Smeet Dear 
Ashford 8 





PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JANUARY 73 
ao 1 eon -~ C.—ia} Reinstatement of blocks 
*D and b) electrical installations + 
backs D pa B* ¢) adjustments t© water 
eystem for entire building. City A., Seymour-rd 
JANUARY 2%. 
Wimbledon BC.-BE 425 Mateviais 


JANUARY 28 
Wood Green BL.-BE 4&5 
JANUARY 7. 
Dariaston U.D.C.—E. & &S Materiais.) 
JANUARY 2. 
Bromicy B.C. BE Matera‘ 
Grimsby 8 C.—B E Materials.) 
JANUARY 31. 
Accrington B.C. BE. & 8 (Materiais.) 
*Burniey B.C. Supply 


Materiais 


and fixing of laboratory 


and tectare hal: farnitare at aA Bank k High Schoo 
for Girls BE 48 Fras Ni as-st 
Canterbury City C E. amd § Materials 


Epping U.D.C.H “Mead Surveyor, 91, High-st 


Goole 2.0.6.5 Materials 
Wigan 8.C--B._ 4 WE. (Materiais.) 
FEBRUARY 2 
Bexhit 6.C.—-BS aterials.) 
Materials.) 
— Materiais 
Gospert 8.C.— BE Materials 
Merioneth C.C.—County 8S. (Materials 
Metropolitan Water Board. —C) lief E. 


(Materials 
Stoke-on-Trent 7.C —<ity S ateriais 
Withneli U.D.C.-S. (Materials.) 
FEBRUARY 4. 
Oewshbury B.C.—B.E (Materials 
Seuthhwark 86.C.—T.C. ‘Materials.) 


FEBRUARY 5. 


St. Marylebone 8.C.—TC Materiais.)} 
Staffs C.C.—County & Materials.) 
FESRUARY ie 


Bacup B8.C.—BF Materia! 

Fetixstowe U. D.C. -E. &§ (Materis . 
FEBRUARY 8. 

Bermondsey B.C —T ( (Mate 


Mage mes 8.C.—‘a)} Concrete once balconies: {b) 





passenger lifts; and (c) electri€ light- 

ing. etc., at Bancroft-rd. housing estate, comprising 
& flats and 8 shops. B.E. & S8., 227-233, Commer- 
¢cia)-ra BE! Dep £ 

“Stepney 8.C.—Installation of hot water supply 
and space heating system at Library and ae oy 
Cent Library-p!., Cabie-st., El B.E. 
ore axe’ ain @ 

“Stepmey B.C.— Elect tallations at ven 
and Weif { ¢ 


Cable-st., E. 
BLE. & 8. 227-233. Commercial-r £3 
“Walthamstow ‘Bc — Demolition af HR 


iS 





Mess 4 

Warrington Cc. g. -B.E. & 8. {Materials 
FEBRUARY 1. 

Radcliffe B.C.-BR. & 8S Materia‘s 


FEBRUARY 11. 


Rugby 8.C.—BS (Materials.) 

FESRUARY 6. 
Ramsbottom = ©.C--E. & Mater.als 
Sieugh 8.C.--B_E Materials.) 


FEBRUARY 2. 
Edmonton 8C.—B.E. & 8S. {Mater 


gy ya 25. 
Padihnam U.D.C.S 4&4 WE. «Mate 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SANUARY 1%. 
Middleton 8c. eaget ey of % 
Sewers of he He estate—Sth <ectior 


Teen Ha Dep. £2 Os 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
CHAIN LINK FENCING 
The Chain Link F. Association has announc- 
ed that, in consequence ) . edentian tn tee petos of 
steed and eaoeouiatls zine, the current chain link 
Sesing goomtame have boon seduced ty 2) palate ee 
from January ! 
cnab saobocis 

Associated Lead Manufacturers, Lid, have 
announced the following revised basis prices per ton 
which came into effect on January 14 : 


£s.4 
Genuine English dry white lead 144 0 0 
Genuine ground English whine lead. 164 10 @ 
Genuine English white lead paint (per sae 
Gunine schned English red load 128 5 0 
Genuine powdered English litharge . 123 5 0 
Genuine English flake and ground flake 63s 2 
litharge 
Genuine refined ‘English ‘orange lead. 1490 5 0 
Genuine refined —_— red leadinoil 154 $5 0 
Genuine English red lead Pt. BS1011 
Type 1 (1 gai tins *216 6 
English red lead Pt. Bs. 1011 Type 2 ( a 
gal. tins) es *2 4% 
* No change. 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES’ 
Consequent upon changes in the price of zinc and 
nickel, the Brass and Copper Tube Association has 
announced the following revised basis prices of their 
products :— 
Basis 
Price 
per ib. 
Brass tubes reduced by id. perlb.= 26d. 
Brazed brass tubes aaa " Ree. = 
Drawn brass strip sections » $4. oe d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70 30 
increased by jd. == 383d. 
The list prices of brass and aluminium brass 
ferrules are reduced by id. per ib. and the prices of 
Seae ferrules 70/30 are increased by jd. per 
Ib. 


The basis price for brass tubes applies to both 
round and shaped solid drawn tubes. 











JANUARY 31. 
Corby U.D.C.—9.0% «q. yds 
Lodge Park estate. Clerk of the Counci Dep 
ao 
FEBRUARY 2 
tCroft R.D.C.—Croft sewerage and 
posal—contract No 1. Arnold 
M.Inst.C.E.. consultant engineer. 
Bradford. Yorks. Dep. £3 3s. 


sewage di 


Tenders by March 2 


Kingsclere and Whitchurch R.D.C.—Seware dis- 
Lemon & Blizard, Lans- 


posal works at Tadley 
downe House, Castle-la., Southampton. 
FEBRUARY 12. 

Norwich City C. oe ads and sewers 

housing site. City Dep. £2 2s 
FEBRUARY 16. 

Bolten €.B.—<ons' ructi on of roads and sewers on 
the Breightmet Neig Unit—phase 
B.E. & 8.. Town Hal! 

Bootle B.C.—Asphait resarfacir 
BS. Dep. £2 2. 

Middlesex C€.C.—Drainage 
Deephams Works 
J.& D. Watson, 
Dep. £10 16 


Dep. £5 5s. 


at Cadge-rd 


hbourhood 


ig of Stanley-rd 


tanks and works at 

Mont ague-rd Edmonto n NSO 

18, Queen Anne’s-gate, Westminster. 
FEBRUARY 21. 

ie U.D.C. —Pu ump house, reservoir and pipe- 


ines G. H. Hill & Sons (Manchest ter), 51. Mosiey- 
, Manchest er, 2. Dep £3 3 


oe 
DEADWEIGHT 
Increases 


INSULATION 


CONCRETE - PLASTER - LOOSEFILL 


167, VICTORIA ST 
LONDON, S.W.1 


DOHM wi: 





of carriageway at 


Brooks Bog 
14, The Exchange. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Caterham and Wartingham.—PFiats.—T PP. Com, 
have ee plans submitted by G. W. Hitchoor, 
57, High-st.. Caterham. providing for the erectiog 
of 14 3 at site bat Wa, Godstone-rd., subject te 
the 3-storey block being separated from the 2-storey 
Ssk ab te ceodianh end af Mie aie Ww 2 Gtonn 
of from 8 to 15 feet. Plans are to be forwarded for 
CC. approval, and est. cost is a 

Dagenham.—-Sc Hoot. tg ge HE Com. have 
approved sketch plans for Charlecote County 
Technical School (710 places), est. cost is £28.5¢4; 
and have approved in the provision of a 
rural science unit at Kings Wood secondary school 

Hayes ang Harlington.Sire Acqvisirioy —C’ 
are 


estate, Sonnet, 

Berend wae noom.—Plans have been prepared 
for a showroom with four flats over at 555-557. Wat 
ford-way, Mill Hill, proposed by Blue Star Garages, 
Lid., %, Hampstead High-st.. N.W.3. Estimated 
cost is £10,235 for the scheme, which was ge 
by the company’s architect, T. Jason Mobiey, 
Wentworth Hall-cdns.. The Ridgeway. N.W.7 

Mord .—Crvi Derence Center. —T.C. have in 
structed B.S. to re working drawings for the 
erection of a civH defence r t and control centre. 

Kensington.—Appitionat Frats.—B.C. are recom. 
mended to approve plans prepared by Messrs 
Gordon Jeeves (F.), 61, Catherios ak. $.W.1, for the 
erection of an additional three flats in Block B. 
—s Westbourne-er. housing scheme. 

ensington.— Drv eLoPMENt. —Pians submitted by 
B. e for the redevelopment of sites 169-179 (odd), 
Finboreugh-rd.. by the erection of 12 flats have 
been recommended for B.C.’s approval. Estimated 
cost is £26,417, and Hsg. Com. recommend that the 
= be compulsorily parchased. ; 

' — Worxine-ciass Frats. — Smith's 
chante ensington Estate have had prepared 3 
scheme for the erection of 13 working-class flats on 
sites of 4642 (even), Yeoman’s-row. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashton-in-Makerfield.—U.D.C. received approva! 
for 102 houses at Landgate-la. site. 

Batley.—Leeds Reg. Hospital Brd. propose aitera- 
tions and extensions for new physiotherapy dept 
at District General Hospital. 

Bi Tees.—U.D.C. hopes to bud 
civic centre’ early this year. ouncil’s A. are 
Kitehing & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough 

TC. Pe ey layout of 487 dwel 
ings at bery estate, and 1,096 dwellings at Firs 
estate. 

Birmingham .-— RC 
and school at S 


Authorities propose charch 
hard End estate. 

Beisover..-U D.C. propose improvements to pub! 
baths, £10,156 est. cost. 

rove.—U.D.C. to develop industrial zene 
at Aston Pields. 

Bury.—T.C. propose 208 houses at Goshen estate 
to commence early 1953, alse two-storey flata over 

ock-up shops at Topping Pold and Goshen estat ae 

~ Cartiste.—C hurch Comm issioners are to spen 
£10,000 converting Rose Castle, nr. Dalston, in 
a residence for the Bishop of Carlisle. 

Chesterfield.—R.D.C. to erect 300 houses at Heat 

Chester-fe-Street.— Dawe Bros., Westgate-re 
Newcastl e-on-Tyne, are to carry ont alterations ¢ 

the Apollo Cinema, Jones-st., Birtk 

Durham.—-Mrs. 8. M. Rowe. Hutchineon-sve 
Consett, proposes a petrol station in Hutchinso: 
ave. 

Cumberiand.—C.C. is to let contract shortly fo 
construction of first instalment of college of further 
education at Flatt-walks, Whitehaven. Cty. 

J. H. Haughan, 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

.—Boro’ A.. Central-bs zs.. is to pr 
pare plans for converting premises in Park-st. int 
a corn exchange, for T.C. 

Dartlington.—R.D.C. is to build 40 houses at Mi 


dieton St. Geonge, and 20 at Hurworth. Plans b 
_ J. D. Collins. : 
ton.—United Automobile Services, Lid 


have prepared plans for a bus station at Almwick 
Easington. — ‘. approved plans for pithead 
baths, medica] ans and canteen at South Hetton 
Colliery, for N.C.B., Neweastle-on-Tyne.—M.0.W 
are to issue licence to Vaux & Assoc. Breweries 
Lid., Castiest., Sunderland. for erection of prefab 
licensed premises at Wheatiey Hill. 
Felling-on-Tyne.—U_D.C. has received sanction t 
start building 446 houses this year. 8., H. Fawcett 
—R.D.C. approved scheme to build 7 
houses at Wooler. a by Council S.. Wooler. 
H UDC. nae ll sanction 10 
build public ayy lans by ae a 
Keighley. CC. pr e use of 1 acres sou of 
Fell-la. between st. Toh ohn’s Hospital and Wall-st.. 


for housing pu a. 
Liverpool.—T.C. approved layout of 40 acres of 
Northwood, Herth" aals neighbourhood unit. Dr. BR. 


Bradbury, we 
relfatis Brewery Co.. Lid., prapose 
hotel at Brunswick-st. and The Strand. 
Manohester.—T.(. propose erection of homes for 












» 


Sets 


e 


Heck <22 


~ 


a ae see. ee) 2) ei 


— 7 | 





P. Oo 


sbley, 2 
: 


have in 
for the 
i centre. 
' recam- 
Messrs 
, for the 
lock B. 
e. 

tted by 
2 (add), 
ts have 
that the 
Smith's 
pared 2 
flats on 


estate 
states. 
Sper xi 


Heat 
ate-rc 
ons k& 


n-ave 
hinsor 


further 
A. 





January 16 1953 


4,00 on @ oie omens ee tne a. wp 
Mansfield. or garages 

rkshops at “Toothtlt ny hy F. slats isemad, 

Ltd. ; two houses at Barn-la. for Sansom 


and R. Hynes; a at ut m and stores to canteen 
at Botany-ave. > for Mansfield Hosiery Mills, Ltd. 


Matiock.—R Authorities propose inf. . and jun. 
ach. at Dingle U.D.C. approved plans for 
alterations to Temple Hotel, Matlock Bath, for 


ba ams Stones, Lid. : ‘ 
ough.—T.C. is to otiate with 

uiddiesbeoea’s and Dist. Bldg. Trades Assoc. for 
erection of further groups of houses.—T.C. has 
approved in principle a £3,175 scheme by B.E., 
J. A. Kenyon, for a. No. 53, Clairville-rd. 
into seven flats for an pee 

M —R.DL. i be eld 60 houses at Long- 
hirst. Plans by Gouneil 8., J. Miles. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C. is to build a branch 

library in the Kenton district, Plans by City A., 
G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Hsg. Com. approved 
spending of £416,355 on erection of 264 three- 
storeyed flats on Fairways site. City A. is G. Ken- 
yon, 18, Cloth-market. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Tenders will be considered 

within next few weeks by E.C. for proposed 
Rutherford College of Technology and Rutherford 
boys’ gram. sch. City A. is G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
market. 

Northallerton._R.D.C. Hsg. A. is to report on 
possibility of erecting old people’s houses in the 
centre open space on Brompton housing site. 

North Riding. —Home Office approved erection of 
10 firemen’s houses at Richmond.—Plans are to be 
repared by Cty. A. for converti Hill H 
Richmond. into home for old 
allowed C.C. to proceed with part only (est. cost, 
£8,230) of the £19,000 scheme mt converting Oak 
Mount, Northallerton, into home for old oe 
CC. is to lease land at Westgate, Old Ma for 
new highway t.—C.C. is to erect six police 
houses at Eastfield estate, Scarborough. 
Northumberiand.—C.C. has been authorised by 
M.O.E. to obtain tenders for erection of Longbenton 
estate No. 1 cty. prim. sch.—®ite of 25 acres is _ 
be bought at Bedlington for pi ed schs. Cty. A 
is C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastie-on-Tyne. 
Oldham.— Manchester “¥ Hospital Brd. to 
appoint private architects for new mortuary and 
post4nortem block at Boundary Park Hospital. 
Ou ‘on.—T.C. propose erection of 2,500 houses at 
‘ottam 
Prudhoe (Northumberiand).—U.D.C. is to build 
une sie on people 8 nom mmo at Burnside, Mickley. 
C. Surveyor, T. Kay, to prepare esti- 
mates ary adaptation of existing chapel as crema- 
torium, or alternative demolition of chapel and con- 
struction of new building utilising its stone, or 
construction of an entirely new crematorium. 
Rednal.—_Community C. e erection’ of a 
new ph emmmas: 2 hall. Mrs. Walker, chairman. 
a ged &. approved layout 78 houses, 
siete a. estate, and have appointed A. Young, 
188, High-st., Dudley, as architect for development 
of Gorge-rd. site 
Shemeld.T.C. ‘to convey site at Northumberland- 
td. to University of Sheffield for extensions. 

h Shields.—P. Rounthwaite & Sons, Edward- 
st., Jarrow, plan garage and service station at 
corner of Newcastle- and Jarrow-rd.— B. 
Reid & Co., Ltd., The Leazes, Upper Claremont, 
Newcastle- on-Tyne, are to erect licensed premises 
at junction of Cauldwell-ave. and Mortimer-rd. 

South Stante (Co. Durham).—Cordingley & 
McIntyre, The liege, Durham. are architects for 
proposed new St. Andrew’s Church. 

ymoor ( Durham).—UJD.C. proposes 
Coates order for Kirk Merrington area inyoiving 
the rehousing of occupants of 44 houses. 

Startforth.—R.D.C. approved layout plan by Cty. 
Plan. Officer for remainder Preston housing 
estate providing for 62 cnnell houses, two police 
houses with offices, and two shops 

Staveley.—U.D.C. ‘oved in principle 800 houses 
at Brimington and Wooditorp sites. 

Stockport.—T.C. propese occupation centre for 
mentale Ge backward children on south side of town. 
Stoke-on-Trent. —EC. to purchase and adapt 

Estoril,” Barlaston, as additional accommoda- 

tion for Wedgewood Memorial Comeee. 

Tideswell. oot 229.00. proposed for C. of E. prim. 


8ch., est. cost 
arrington.—R.C. Authorities pro new cherel 

t Sandy-la., Orford estate. Architects, Massey & 
Gresvan: Warrington. —E.€. eee additional 
classrooms at Oakwood sch.—T.C. approved plans 
for Youth centre at Rhodesest., for Rev. D. A. 
Forbes ; office buildi Ry 133, Liverpool-rd., for 
Na Kar (Warrington), and sanitary block at 
Thelwallla. for stehiecd ‘Pannery, Ltd.—Warring- 
‘on and Dist. Savings Bank propose erection of 
new bank at Orford neighbourhood unit. 


TENDERS 
e 
: Desotes accepted. 
* Denotes 


alterations to 
ital, for Manchester Reg. 
ker & Sons, Blackburn, 


_ Acorington.—Extensions and 
kitchen at Victoria H. 
Hospital Brd.: 
£2,694 


“J. Whi 


THE BUILDER 


Amersham.—Erection of 64 houses 
¥. Chalfont St. Giles, for R.D.C.: + ees 
Wakeling, Ltd., td, 274169. 
Princess-dr., Heath-rd. 

and ington, for uDC. *Vessey “Bros., Lid., 
Marple, £40,500 

conde thology igbeceters at General 
Hospital, for . Hospital Brd.: *Thompson & 


Brierley, Lid., Bury, £47,260. 


ewngt disemt pat st ee ae 

a a a nstone, fo L.: 
*H. A. Bennet, £21,559, i 

Clitheroe.—36 bungalows at Henthorn, for B.C.: 
*F. Schofield, Kendle-st., £35,088. Further 31 houses 
at Hayhurst-st. site No. 4: “Hewthorne Bros., Ltd., 
16, Balmoral-ave., £43,500 (extension to contract). 

ee oe ee of sec. sch. at Mary- 

port, for C.C, Cty. A., J. H. Haughan, 15, Portland- 
sq., Carlisle: *John Laine & Sons. Dalston-rd., 
Carilisie. 

Daventry—Erection of four houses at Watford, 
for R.D.C.: *W. T. Clarke, Little Brington, 25,432. 

Doncaster.._Extensions at Percy Jackson gram. 
sch., for E.C.: *Thomas Coggan & Co., 7, Bridge- 
gr., York-rd., Doncaster. 

EWlesmere Port.—Erection of a civic hall, est. to 
cost £96,567, for U.D.C.: *J. Gerrard & Son, Lid... 
Manchester (subject to Ministry approval). 

Faversham.—50 houses at North Preston in five 
contracts, for B.C. B.S.. Municipal Offices, Faver- 
sham. Contract No. 1: *W. C. Lockyer, 45, Upper 
Brents, Faversham, £9,684; contracts Nos. 4 and 5: 
“Tyler (Contractors), Ltd., Bristol-pl., Ra ate, 
£14,475 and £11,996; contracts Nos. 2 and 3: 8. 
Joiner & Sons, Lid., Hampton Pier-ave., 

Bay, £12,647 and £12,539. 

Fortarshire.—Pians epared for the Eastern : Bee. 
Hosp. Brd. for additions and alterations be 
carried out at The Baldowan Institution (Craignel 
House), near Dundee. James Deuchars (A.), archi- 
tect, Regional —, Biackness-rd., Dundee. Ex- 
cavation, brick, building and allied works, *Stuart 

| Drysdale, Dundee. Plumbing, sanitary en- 

ineering and allied works, *Robert Ferguson & 
ns, Ltd., Dundee. Joinery, carpentry, glazing 


Herne 


and allied works, ‘Inglis & Sh (Dundee), 
Ltd. ne plaster, lathing allied works, 
“Waugh & 

terations to." The pre for additions and 
alterations Bends nd ~~ ” as 
office, for ‘Thomson. Ltd. L. 


Lindsay Gray CF) archive architect, 7, “wanded” Dundee : 
*The Kelvin Construction Co., Ltd., Glasgow 

nn ree ar gg Si new offices for William 
Beardmore & oo. at East Wellington-st., 
Parkhead: *J. at Ltd., Bridgeton. 


Giasgow. 
Hoole.—32 houses at Hoole House estate, for 
U.D.: *Lioyd & Cross, Lid., Birkenhead, £46,071. 
Kendal.—Conversion of a building at Westmor- 
land Cty. Hos as a chest clinic, for Manchester 
> i Hospita .: *G. F. Martindale & Sons, 
Kendal, Pe 


Kidderminster.—Shope and flats at Birchen Cop- 











FOR 


“INSULIGHT”’ 
HOLLOW GLASS 


BLOCKS 
AND ALL 


GLASS 


“SUPPLIES 


AYGEE 


LONDON, S.E.1 
WaATerloo 6314 
(10 fines) 


*‘ineulight ’ is the registered Trade Merk of 
Messrs. PILKINGTON BROS. LTD. 
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aaa 
tors), Lia. gon Bg verpool 5, £6,525. 


and Works for T.C.:--135 d 6 
ape at ae oe Ly gs 


(Woolton), Ltd., 498 ; Norwood- 
gr.: *Hibberts (Builders), Lid., Hockbank 
mag re six flats at et . Tomkinson & 

London Airport.—Construction of the superstruc- 
ture af the new nine-storied air traffic con po 4 
ing to be carried out under the Air iniry W 
Directorate, for the Ministry of Zanen 
“Taylor Woodrow Construction, 

Londen (Metropolitan Police). placed 
by Metropolitan Police :—Internal and Te 
decorations at Hendon pont Clab : *Drace 
& Co., Lid., £1,090. ne — and 
tions at olice 
Quarters, Grove ae a es sJohn A & 
Sons, Ltd., 


room at Rochester Row Police 


£990. Conversion into fat and bath- 
Station: *A. 

Cameron, Ltd.. £3,299. a and external re 
n 


row, E.C.1: Sons, £1,198. 
q London os .0.W.).—Contracts placed M.OW. 
outs week ae uary 3:— 7 
Aberdeenshire : Gallowga! — ww x 


Erection 
of joint office Son 
Lid., pevGcanienled, Sorbhes eke fet 


ge "Bicichiey Park "Park, Bletchley, New Ad 


Faulkner "Lid, 
Stony ee oy om 
ws 8 shi. = Gates, Gloucester. 
AE tt ., Depot, 


Vehicie Elboroagh 
Bevel  Allcration and decorat 
sal ae 


46, Weat-et., Bristol 3. ar- 
“aia zd., Shirley, a  — 


pam, Yorks Aaa tations to public office, Plaxtons 
mn iat td.. Seamerzd.. Scarborough, 
orks. 


Glendon (War Dept.).Contracts placed by W.D. 
during week ended January 3:— 

Kent: Miscellaneous, Wm. Webster, New Rom- 
ney, Kent. Leicestershire : Miscellaneous, F. L. 
Mildred & Sons, Ltd., Leicester; Painting and de 
corating, W. T. Pick ering & Sons, Ltd., ea 7 5 
Midlothian: Roadwork, H. V. Smith & Co... 
Edinburgh. Somerset : Building work, John —" 


& Sons, Lid., Birmi bam. Gla Glamorpanshire : Road- 
work, Gulistan-rd. uctors. 
8 Do Roadwork, W. & J. re td., 


2 raet : 
Sector Hampshire: Painting and decorating, F. 
Labbett & Sons, Nottingham. 

Malvern.—18 bungalows at Pound Bank estate, 
for UD.C.: *F. J. Hill & Sons, LAd., Malvern Link 
Manchester.—Works for Reg. Hospital Brd. — 
Conversion of pavilion No. 2 at Withington Hospital 
as an outpatients’ pan *Direct Labour, £16,532; 


extension to pa yy A at Baguley 
Hospital: *Willam Thorp & Son, , Manchester, 
£11,569. 


Manchester.—Reconstruction of Central Hall at 
Oldham-rd., for Methodist Mission: *J. Gerrard & 
Sons, Ltd., Swinton, £90,000 approx. 

Mansfield.__100 houses at Ladybrook estate, for 
BC.: *H. Baggaley, Ltd, Bauns-la., Manafield, 


£133,207. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 32 houses on the 
Berwick H'!ls site, for T.C.: *L. Conolly (12); *H. 
Homer (10); and *Sweetiag & Partner (10). All 


local firms 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Factory additions in Win- 
comblee-+rd., for Toward & Co., Ltd., engineers: 
*Direct Labour. 


Nottingham.—Further 304 houses and 26 mg | 
lows at Clifton estate, for T.C.: *Hutchinson & 
Rostance, Ltd., 2, Kings Meadow-rd., Nottingham, 


'. 


Meetings —Erection of ar ag mn. sch. 
No, 2 at Clifton, for E.C.: °*G. A. & Sons, 


Ltd., Quorn-rd., Sherwood, Netiieehnen £38,163. 

Oldbury.—62 houses at Tinkers Farm petate, Quin- 
ton, for TC.: *S. H. Rowe (Quinton), Ltd. 

.—Erection of 103 houses at Defford-dr. 

te and 113 houses, Brandhal! estate, for B.C. 

ha * wanicipal Bank-chbrs., Birmingham-st. Cc. B. 

Eck. B.E. & 8: *The Titf ord Propert a 

New Wolverhampton-rd., Langley, or. Leuttehons: 

£268 BA. 


Ottery St. Mary.—The conntonetns <8 ar 
with road and site works at Leaoierta for 
U.D.: *H. BE. Haneford, £57,547. 

eee houses at oe = & ty C 
ie, Jolliffe & ers, 35, os. ‘orth 

Bad. Quantities. by by Wilired christopher, A ie 
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Vv. H. Dye 

tA&. E. Porter & Son, Lid i 
Ringwood and heaton tlc “ dwellings 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 













IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 





Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 


Tel.: CHAacery 7583 (4 lines} 
Telegrams: ““EFEMBE, Holb, London’’ 


will be forwarded. 








LAR LELE OSES P LA IE 
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REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION |} <= 


Wolverhampton. ~New _Shoppi ng centre at East 
Park estat TL “3. 7: Be Godfrey & Co., 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 








THE BUILDER 





i John Clayton, Lid Mace lesfield. 





ll estate: *H. Dernie & Sons, Ltd., £74,429. 
j South Westmoriand.— =< houses at Staveley 


014094 


houses 


Staveley. 49 houses at Inkersall Green estate, for 
Up *Bailey & Martyr Lid., 44, Bank-st 
Sheffield, 258 a6. 

ae how 68 flats and 12 bu 


“Mr. R. H. Woollam, £2.56 nine at Duddon 


Wright & Son L td., £11,390; 10 at Farndon . 
Jones & Sons, £12,760; 11 at Malpas and four at 
Tiveton: *J. Wright & Son, Ltd., £13,850 and £5,100. 


Tipton.—4 flats at Park-la. West estate, for B.C. 


on 


‘Austin & Co., Daw End-la., Rushall. 
Whitehaven.—Construction of concrete silos 


Wolverhampton.—Nine police houses and 


ffice 


Solway Chemicals, Ltd “John Laing & Sons, 
! Dalston-rd., Carlisie 


Ltd... 4 ‘Wa erloo-rd.. _Wolverhampton, £8. 


‘ ‘4 houses); nS 
Brit & houses); *F. Box &€ 
Sons emouth {7 honses). 

Rochdale.—i1 dwellings at Bishop-st., for T.C.: 
*Thomas Wilkinson, Walpole+s 


Sandbach.—Maternity Unit at Arclid Hospital! 
for Manchester Reg H pital Brd.: “Cooper Bros. 


Shefheid.—Houses for T.C.: 36 at Manor Park 


é reads Sons, Ltd.; 39 and 24 aged 
wersons” dw ngs ll (Hemper-la.) estate 
*"] Ha! & Co. (Buik Lid., £74,184; 67 
Greer Hemper-la.) estate: *H R. Smith 


ntractors Lid., £77,747; % at Manor Park 
~ 


> pe Norman Jackson, Stockbeck Mill Kendal. 


ee $¢ houses and flats at Stamfo rd 
BA *Dean & Whipp, Ltd., Hyde 


2 bungalows 
imore Fie Ids site, for T.C *G. Wright & Co.., 
I td 10, Union Mill-st., Wolverhampton, £688,742 


Stretford. Erection of new R.C. sec. sch. at Firs- 
wool: *A. Hodkinson, Ltd., 6, Greenhill-st., Man- 
hester 15, £166,250 


Tarvin.—Houses for R.D.C.:—Two at Beeston 


at Cannock-rd., for T.C.: “Direct Labour, 





BROADS Wuite GLAZED 
CHANNELS for 


| LABORATOR 


S$, SCH¢ 
SPITALS 


1E 
KITCHENS, HO 


BROAD & CO. LTO 








26. GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 FLOORS 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


The Address of your Branch Secretary Victoria Works 
» J 





. | Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Tel mite works, ie, for RDC. Prank Andrews (L.), NEW COMPANIES 


45 High-st.. Ringwood: *New Forest Construotion 
i liffe A. C. 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


G. R. Jones (Builders), Lid. ($14538.) Reed. 
Dec. 24, Westlands-rd.. Copthorne, Srewabary 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: G. R. Jones, 31, Monk 
moor-rd., Shrewsbury. 

R. J. Palmer and Co., Ltd. (514570.) Regd. Dec 
24, bidr. and decorator. Nom. cap.: £1,500. fJhirs 
R. J. Palmer: and Mrs. E. G. Palmer, Joyh me, 
Old Farm-rd., Oakdale, Poole. 

Man-Build, Lid. (514571.) Regd. Dec. 2 mining 
and repairers of mould forms for the constructi 
of walls, ete. Nom. cap. : £4,000. Sub H. Jj 
Goodfellow, 28, Hawthorn-ave., Palmers ‘Green, 
N.13. 

A.V.H. Decorating Co., Ltd. (514577.) Regd 
Dec. 29. bldrs., decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £0 
Dirs.: A. V. and F. D. Harley, 6, Dagenham-ave., 
Dagenham, Essex. 

Arthur Phillip (Chester), Ltd. (514610.) Regd. 
Dec. 3. Bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap 
£100. Dirs.: A. O. and M. Edwards, 23 Hi mah 
Green, Chester 

Bas« comnbe’s IAd. (514611.) Regd. Dec. . bidrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: A. W 
Bascombe, 'N. A. Bascombe and A. J. Bird, aii of 
186, Bellenden-rd., S8.E.15 

Davis and Webb ( Builders), Lid. (514624.) Regd 
Dee. 3. 8, Market-pl., Redditch, Worcs Nom 
cap.: £500. Dir.: A. E. Davis, 240, Castle-! Soli 
hull, Warwicks. 

E. S. Martin, Ltd. (514631.) Regd. Dec. ©. D 
Sackville-rd., Bexhill-on-Sea, roofing and flooring 
contractor. ‘Nom. cap.: £1,400. Dire : : E. 8. Martin 
and Mrs. E. E. Martin, 7. St. Davidsrd., Bex ill. 
on-Sea. 

Tom Green (Building), Lid. (514666.) Reed. De 
3, 119, Bishopsgate, E.C.2, sawmill propr. and bidr 
Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir.: P. T. Green, Willow- 
mead, Ingatestone. 

Alifab, Ltd. (514678). Regd. Dec. 31, 3. & 
James’-st.. 8.W.1, to design and manufacture com 
ponents for the erection and equipment of pre-fab 
egg ete. Nom. we: £1,000. Dir.: D. B. Foster 

Mount Park-rd., 

"ail len Exiey, Ltd. sere) Regd. Dec. 31, 19 
Albert-rd., Colne, Lancs, decorators, etc. Nom 
cap.: £3,500. Dir.: A. Exley, Cressington, Fo 
ridge, Colne. 

Percy Cox (Builders), Ltd. (514715.) Regd. De 
31. Nom. cap.: £12,000. Dir.: P. Cox, 44, Park-rd 
Quarry Bank. 

E. L. Wright, Lid. (51476.) Regd. Jan 
bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs 
E. L. and Mrs. E. Wright, 24, Pytchiey-rd., Rugby 
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